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Historic Route 66 stretches across the U.S. from Chicago to
Los Angeles. Along the way, in Lebanon, Missouri is a growing
popular landmark stop for any history enthusiast, tourist, or local
Ozark resident. Shepherd Hills Factory Outlets started in the outlet
business in 1972 as an outlet for locally made Walnut Bowls. Ida and Rea Reid,
founders, began their entrepreneurship operating a motel in the 1960's called the
Capri Motel which was located right along Route 66, known today as Interstate 44. <

They sold the Capri Motel in 1966 and along with their sons, Rod and Randy,
started a new business in 1972 called the Shepherd Hills Gift Shop which was
leased as a part of the Shepherd Hills Motel and happened to be located in
virtually the same spot as the Capri MoteL

Later, as they began expanding, they bought a portion of the motel as well as the
gift shop and began construction of their current building in 1999. In the
meantime, Shepherd Hills added additional locations including those in Osage
Beach, MO, Branson, MO, and Eddyville, KY , and brought in other guality
products to the lineup including Chicago Cutlery, Denby Pottery, and of course
Case XX pocketknives--making the latter also available through catalog mail order
and eventually on the web at www.CaseXX.com.



Leach Service
Serving the motoring public since 1949

9720 Manchester Road
Rock Hill, MO 63119

(314J 962·5550
www.Leachservice.com

Open 6AM-Midnight

We now have fountain soda and lottery!
Missouri Safety & Emissions Inspections

Auto Repairs, Towing, Tires-new & repairs
Diesel, bp Gasoline, Kerosene

Propane Tank Refills or Exchanges
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Ask about our Buy 5 Oil Changes Get One FREE! Special

Full Service Customers, ask about a FREE Oil Change punch card.

Yes, we still have Full Service where friendly attendants pump your gas,

clean your windows and check your oil and tires.

Member Brentwood Chamber of Commerce
Business Member Route 66 Association
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66. Rich Dinkela brings us a look at Trog's Station, which I have
never seen mentioned in the countless books and other works on
the highway but is still a thriving original Route 66 business. Also in
this issue, Jane Dippel brings us the perspective of young Route 66
travelers and there is news of a major award for our Route 66 Cor-
ridor Management Plan.

That brings me to the second thing I love about the issue. These
stories are about what is happening today on Route 66. This issue
proves that there is more to Route 66 than the history of what once
was. These stories show that this is not just some nostalgia trip we
are on. Route 66 is still vibrant and offers plenty of "kicks." Once
Old Man Winter relaxes his icy grip, be ready to head for the next
Interstate off ramp and find your adventure!

There are two things that make this one
of my favorite issues. First of all, we

have more contributions from our members
than any issue I have worked on. Thank you
to Jim Thole for the meticulous research and
work reporting on the restoration of the Luna
Cafe sign. We should all be proud that the
Route 66 Associations of Missouri and Il-
linois worked so closely together. We will be a

model for the other states on the route. Kip Welborn's work on Old
North St. Louis is important because it highlights an area that has
been overlooked, an area many of us dismissed as unsafe and unat-
tractive. That area is undergoing a renaissance today, just like Route
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membership matters ~

BY ROBERT GEHL, DIRECTOR OF MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
(636) 458-4585 OR RGEHL66(@EARTHLlNK.NET

WINTER IN MISSOURI CAN BE DAYS ON END OF GRAY SKIES AND COLD THAT YOU FEEL DEEP
IN THE BONES. BUT WE ARE REWARDED FROM TIME TO TIME WITH THAT RARE SUN-FILLED
DAY (SHORT AS IT IS THIS TIME OF YEAR) THAT MODERATES THE TEMPERATURE AND CALLS
US TO GET OUT OF OUR WINTER ENCAMPMENT AND PERHAPS SPEND A DAY OR A FEW
SHORT HOURS ON ROUTE 66.

The road looks and feels different this
time of year. You can see many features
within the landscape that remain hidden
behind foliage the other 3 seasons. The air
is clear - no Missouri mid-summer haze to
cut into our view to the edge of the horizon.
No bugs to mar the forward look down the
road. And one blessing of the early setting of
the sun is that our brilliant Route 66 neon
starts to dart and dance earlier against the
night sky. Plus a backdrop of snow across
the Ozarks - with clear roads - is a winter
pleasure.

• So, even if it's for a day or a few precious
hours, your trip down Route 66 this winter
will be rewarding. Our friends and fellow
members, many of whom own or work
in the many businesses along the route,
anxiously await our arrival. Another benefit
of the season is that things these folks likely
will have more time to chat, share a story,
and get caught up with you - the high sea-
son of travelers are not yet on the road, and
your visit becomes an unexpected pleasure
and perhaps even a highlight of the day for
both of you. This is also their time of year
to work on projects, spruce up, take stock
of their needs for the busy season, and you
can be a big boost to their revenue during
these quieter winter months. Remember,

you don't need to spend a lot - every sand-
wich, piece of pie, souvenir or gift, or even
a night's lodging all add up to making a
difference to those whose livelihood depends
on the road. Create some commerce; it's the
oil of the route's engine. Let's do our best to
keep her economic motor rolling strong in
the New Year.

Now while you're out at familiar places
that have become habitual stops along the
Mother Road, try to check out new ones
too. The road constantly changes; that's
been her history. We see new establishments
pop up and perhaps we've driven by them
for the past year or so simply because it's
more comfortable to stop and see old friends
we've known for years. But we'll fail to meet
the new folks that have laid stake to a spot
along Route 66 and hitched their wagon to
its future. The road embraces taking risk,
pushing forward, and it reinvents itself with
each new endeavor. Some will succeed, some
will fail, but it's up to us to give each sincere
new effort that embraces the proud history
of the road our support. Be sure to tell each
new contact you make about our Associa-
tion and our commitment to the road. We
need all newcomers to feel welcome, valued,
and part of the wonderful fabric of hu-
manity that comprises the Route 66 linear

community.
After you're finished reading this, and

while waiting for that next short break in
the winter's dreary monotony, think about
where you're heading. How can you be of
service to the Association in 2012 and the
promotion and preservation of Route 66?
What places, both old and familiar and new
and different, are you planning to visit?
Who can you personally introduce to the
magic of the road? What stories will you
write during this New Year that will become
treasured, lifelong highlights?

Please keep me posted on your prospects
- jot down a name or place that you suggest
I follow-up with regarding membership in
our Association - and I'll be glad to reach
out as I roll down the road. But remember
that each of you are ambassadors for Route
66 and your embrace and enthusiasm of
her values and traditions are the qualities
that make her so special in the hearts of
our neighbors and visitors from around the
world.

Hope to see you on the road!
Best regards, Bob Gehl "TRVL66"

Until our next trip together down Route
66... Remember, membership matters!

MAIL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION TO: ROUTE 66 ASSOCIATION OF MISSOURI, P.O. BOX 8117, ST. LOUIS, MO 63156

Membership in the non-profit Route 66 Association of Missouri entitles you to quarterly issues of Show Me Route 66 magazine, a map of Historic Route 66 in Missouri,
a membership certificate and card, and a 66 window decal. Dues are tax-deductible.

NAME

ADD RESS _

CITY STATE Zl P _

CATEGORY AND DUES

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

o Individual $25 Annually

o Joint/Family $30 Annually

o Business/Organization/Municipality $50 Annually
(Permits use of our Association nome and logo)

BUSINESS NAME (ifapplicableJ _

ADDRESS _

CITY STATE ZIP ~ _

HOME PHONE BUSINESS PHONE _

EMAIL _

o International $75 Annually

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: ROUTE 66 ASSOCATION OF MISSOURI
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JmJ news from the road

ADVOCATE FOR 66 RETIRING

St. Louis County Preservation Historian Esley Hamilton has
worked tirelessly to document the treasures of Route 66 and St.
Louis for future generations. Stephen Deere put it best in the St.
Louis Post-Dispatch, "You've probably driven on the highway he
helped reroute, or walked through a park he helped renovate, or
passed a historic building his efforts spared." The region owes a
great debt to this unassuming man.

County Executive
Charlie Dooley was
threatening drastic budget
cuts, proposing to closed
23 parks and eliminate
the position of Preserva-
tion Historian. Hamilton
had been planning to
retire anyway, but stayed
on because the position
would be eliminated if he
left. Esley has now been
told retirement is no lon-
ger optional and he will
only be allowed to work
part time. Even though
public outcry forced

Dooley to back down on the threat to close the parks, the budget
will still be slashed and 40 people will be laid off. According to Kip
Welborn of the Route 66 Association of Missouri, Hamilton will
not fight, "because he fears that, if he does, someone else will lose
their job." Hamilton is clearly more concerned with the cuts to the
parks budget than with his own future.

Esley has been the face of preservation in St. Louis for over
30 years and has written numerous nominations to the National
Historic Register, including those for the Lyceum Building and
other buildings in Manchester, Missouri on the original alignment
of Route 66. He has led or been active in innumerable preservation
efforts, including efforts along Route 66 to save the Coral Court
Motel and the Meramec River Bridge at Times Beach and is now
involved with the effort to save the endangered Rock Hill Presbyte-
rian Church at Manchester and McKnight Roads in Rock Hill.

ESLEYHAMILTON
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2011 BI-ANNUAL REPORT:
MISSOURI HISTORIC ROUTE 66 BY-WAY
BY TOMMY AND GLENDA PIKE

Scenic Byways are required to submit a bi-annual report to the
Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission in order to
retain Byway status. This report provides a valuable update of inter-
est to our members on preservation, promotion and progress along
Missouri's Historic Route 66 Byway.

Again for 2011, the Missouri Historic Route 66 Byway remains
a work in progress.

Ever since it's beginning in 1926, the only thing consistent to
the road is change. Great River Associates (GRA) has completed
work on the Corridor Management Plan (CMP) for the Missouri
Historic Route 66 Byway in cooperation with the Route 66 Asso-
ciation of Missouri and the Missouri Department of Transportation
(MoDOT). The CMP will be printed in the next few weeks. Plans
are for hard copies to then be distributed to each county through
libraries and County Commissions. In time, the CMP will also be
available on line.

At the Missouri Chapter of the American Planning Association's
(APA) 2011 annual Conference 'Great Places: Putting the Pieces
Together' award luncheon held October 22, 2011, at the Chase
Park Plaza Hotel in St. Louis, Missouri, our CMP was presented
with an award for Outstanding Plan-Other Plan.

It was noted that the CMP sets forth guide lines for the pres-
ervation, protections and enhancement of the Missouri Historic
Route 66 corridor. In an effort to facilitate the appreciation and
promotion of the unique intrinsic qualities of natural and historic
resources, archeological and cultural history and the scenic and
recreational amenities of the "Mother Road" as it travels through
10 counties in the State of Missouri, the CMP focuses on benefit-
ing travelers, tourists and communities located along the corridor.
Mr. Spencer Jones, currently one of the Principal's at Great River
Associates, was presented with the Distinguished Leadership
Award. Spencer has tirelessly advocated for planning, land use,
historic preservation and the enhancement of many icons in the
State of Missouri. Spencer was active in the Missouri Route 66
CMp, the historic Route 66 Meramec Bridge project and the
Devils Elbow Bridge project. Spencer has a well-established, strong
relationship with the many counties in the State of Missouri.

•



The award luncheon was attended by Spencer Jones and Jerany Jackson, GRA and
Tommy and Glenda Pike, Diane Warhover, Jane Dippel, James Crooks and Jerry Benner,
Route 66 Association of Missouri. We were especially proud of the two awards as this year
the MOAPA (Missouri Chapter) and lLAPA (Illinois Chapter) collaborated in an awards
committee exchange program. The lLAPA Awards Committee evaluated the 201 I Mis-
souri project submittals and visa-versa; making these two award recipient selections.

Plans to submit a completed application for review for ational Scenic Byway Status
for the Historic Route 66 Byway in Missouri at the next appropriate time still stand. Infor-
mation contained in the CMP will be used.

The blue aluminum Missouri Historic Route 66 Byway signs were delivered to all off
system locations and installation has been completed. Since the City of St. Louis opted
out of being included in the byway, they received new brown fiberglass Historic Route 66
Signs. For the most part, those brown signs have been installed. Work continues with the
City of St. Louis to complete this installation correctly. Many Route 66 travelers have ex-

pressed good comments
about the new signs.

All intrinsic quali-
ties remain as stated in
our original designa-
tion. Many towns along
the Byway have the
development of Route
66 included in their
Economic Revitalization
Development plans.

ew businesses have
• sprung up such as Mom-

ma Mary's avajo Tacos
in Springfield and the

Vacuum Cleaner Museum and Factory Outlet in St. James. On the other hand, the iconic
Zeno's Sreakhouse and Motel in Rolla has closed. There are several restoration projects
being completed at the Wagon Wheel Motel in Cuba and the Sunset Motel in Villa Ridge,
including their neon. The Association's Neon Preservation Committee continues to work
with business owners to restore vintage neon signs. This kind of change is what makes 66 a
unique experience and draws foreign and local travelers to make the journey over and over.

Concern remains for our 66 bridges. Many groups and individuals are working together
to find a way to save the Old Route 66 Bridge #J0421 over the Meramec River and located
in the Route 66 State Park at Eureka, Missouri. It is a critical part of the park in that it
connects the Visitor's Center/Museum with the actual park area. In addition, the future of
the Route 66 Park itself could be in jeopardy due to economic times and budget con-
straints of the Missouri Department of Natural Resources.

Other threatened Route 66 bridges among many in need of major maintenance include
the Gasconade Bridge in Laclede County, Devils Elbow-Bridge (over Big Piney Creek) and
Big Piney Bridge and Waynesville Bridge (over Roubidoux Creek) all in Pulaski County
and the Bridge at Spencer in Lawrence County. Several locations of pavement along the
route need attention in order for there to be a continuous way to stay on the route. We
understand the lack of funds for these repairs but it is our hope the state, counties and
cities will understand the importance of the upkeep to travel, tourism and icons along the
Missouri Historic Byway.

Many festivals and celebrations continue along 66 showing that there is plenty of en-
thusiasm in keeping the interest in the Route 66 Historic Byway a priority.

This year marks the 85th anniversary of Route 66. It is our hope that the interest in
the history of Route 66 and travel experience along the whole road will continue for many
more years. Out Association continues to support the preservation, promotion and devel-
opment of the Missouri Historic Route 66 Byway as well as all the miles across each Route
66 State. We look forward to future work with counties and communities contained in our
CMP and to retain our Missouri State Byway designation.

news from the~

PARAMOUNT SIGN
RECOGNIZED

A shining jewel on Original Route 66
in Maplewood, Missouri is getting some
important recognition. The St. Louis
County Historic Building Commission
has declared Paramount Jewelers on Man-
chester Road to be a county landmark.
Paramount and its vintage neon sign join
fellow Maplewood businesses Saratoga
Lanes and Scheidt Hardware on the list.
It's an entirely honorary distinction, with
no special restrictions or privileges. The
honor is intended to recognize properties
that the commission feels are important
to the entire county. Paramount has been
in business since 1946 and the sign dates
from 1962. (For more information on
Paramount [eioelers, Saratoga Lanes, Scheidt
Hardware and other MapLewood Landmarks
see Show Me Route 66 Volume 21, Num-
ber 2) Established in 1957, the St. Louis
County Historic Buildings Commission
is composed of citizens appointed by the
County Executive. They advise the county
on the use of county-owned historic prop-
erties and encourage the preservation of
historic buildings throughout the county.
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JmJ news from the road

ROUTE 66 RACE TO ROCKER
ENTERS ITS FOURTH YEAR
BY JANE REED

Route 66 in Cuba, Missouri, population 3,200 - is known for
murals, the Wagon Wheel Motel, and the Guinness World's Largest
Rocking Chair. In the last four years, Route 66 has also become
part of a community tradition-the Route 66 Race to the Rocker, a
4-mile race that begins in historic Cuba and continues along Route
66 to the finish line under the shadow of the Fanning 66 Outpost
rocking chair. The 2012 race is Saturday, March 31.

JOG,inc., a Christian based running/walking group in Cuba or-
ganizes the race. The group strives to promote fitness and family fun
through weekly runs and other events, such as joining MoDOT's
Adopt-A-Highway project by adopting the Route 66 race course.

Brad Austin, a JOG,inc. founder and Route 66 Race to the
Rocker director states, "We started the race four years ago because we
enjoyed going to races in other towns and we thought it would raise
awareness of]OG,inc. in Cuba. From the beginning, we thought
it would be a way to promote fitness, have fun, and raise money
for kids and fitness. When we started, the community was raising
money for a new track and football field at the school. We became
a part of that." With the murals in the historic area along Route 66
and rhe World's Largest Rocking Chair on Route 66 that seemed a
perfect course for the new race.

Each year the race has grown in its size, influence, and com-
munity participation. The first year, 150 people participated, last
year 750 signed up, and this year's goal is for 1,000. Participants of
all ages come from allover for the race. Families and organizations
form teams. The first year of the race, one lane of Route 66 was
closed for the race, but with its growing size, both lanes of Route
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66 now close. Bus shuttles take people from the race's finish to
the starting area. Over $34,000 has been raised for local projects
involving fitness and kids.

Last year, a Friday night Expo and a 4-H Club spaghetti dinner
were added to the events. The dinner and expo will be held at the
Cuba High School Commons area.

Big River Racing in St. Louis manages the race times, and chip
timing is used for accuracy. Results are posted online.

Everyone has a race story. People who do not consider them-
selves athletes, "train" for the race so that they can take part. For
some, the race has helped change their lives. Community member
Kelley Durbin walked the first race in April 2009 at 303 pounds
and came in last in front of the ambulance. By last year's race, she
ran the race in a shirt that was four sizes smaller than she wore
the first year. Afrer she finished the race, she ran back to encour-
age those at the end of the race. She was the first to sign up for the
March 31,2012 race.

A raft of community volunteers and sponsors make the race suc-
cessful. Every year JOG,inc. members plan to make the race better.
This year they plan more music and entertaining events along the
course. They have ordered good weather. Last year, there was thun-
der, lightning, sleet, rain, and then snow. But you won't convince
the participants in the race that they didn't have a good time.

Registration for this year's race is open on www.GetMeReg-
istered.com. Runners/walkers, sponsors, and volunteers are all
needed. Come to Cuba and participate in this Route 66 tradition.
Then you will have your own story to tell.

•

Go to www.jog-inc.com for more info on the race and Cuba's
running club. To read more about Kelley Durbin's road to fitness,
do a searchfor her name at www.threeriverspublishing.com.



OLD STATION SPIRALS UPWARD
BY JANE REED

Merry Brewer Cloer's first piece of art for her new Spirals Gallery &
Studio on Route 66 is the building itself. Merry and her husband
Adam took a ramshackle Route 66 gas station, built in 1923 and
operated as Den's Sinclair Station, and transformed it into an
attractive home for her new Spirals Art Gallery & Studio. The
business is located at 502 E. Washington across from the Cuba Free
Press building.

Merry and her husband Adam, who is retired from the military
after serving 26 years, were married on December 31,2010. Their

news from the road lMt

run a business.
Another reason that Merry called her dream Spirals is that she

has been dreaming for years of a spiral sculpture with motorized
moving partS. She would like to build it and place it outside the
building by one of the building's columns. She added, "With the
building spiraling into its own, I thought it was a good name."

Although the building was pretry run down, there were a few
unique aspects. On the sides of the building there is mother-of-
pearl shell inlayed in the concrete. Inside, you will see the front
wall of the station, with its mother-of- pearl inlay preserved. It was
covered in grime and layers of paint. Now, it sparkles in the light.
The original columns for the station still stand guard outside the

front entrance. A two-story
section was added at the rear
of the building, for Merry's
studio.

As for her own art, Merry
says, "I am really indulging in
mosaic art. I love it. I didn't
study art in school, but the
Internet is full of informa-
tion for the self-taught artist."
Merry created her own mosaic
sign for Spirals. She would like
to create mosaic sculpture, but
with her many talents, her art
could take many directions.
Adam's decorative boxes and
other projects may also find a
spot in the gallery.

Adam's interest in restored
cars will also add to the Route
66 vibe of the gallery. He plans
to display and sell a few classic
cars adjacent to the gallery.
Right now, there is a 1966
Plymouth Valiant next to the
gallery.

"My plan for the gallery is
to showcase the works of all
sorts of artists. I believe that
our local talent is absolutely

amazing, and I hope they will all want to consign their pieces with
Spirals. I would like to find some Route 66 inspired pieces to go
with our Route 66 theme too."

Merry and Adam would like to find more information and pho-
tos of the history of the original Dons Sinclair Station building so
that she can preserve the building's history in its bright new future.
Merry also has many plans for the future. She mentions crafting
parties for kids, evening gallery viewings, and small artist spaces
outside the main building. As with any artist, creative thought
opens endless possibilities. The Cloers look forward ro spiraling
creativity and success at their new venture on historic Route 66.

New Year'sresolution was to find their dream jobs. Merry says "My
dream was to have a bed and breakfast in some beautiful setting that
would inspire me to paint or whatever. Adam wanted to build and
restore classic cars." In August Adam became the shop manager for
Classic Autoworks in Rolla, and he calls it his dream job. Merry's
dream took a less direct route.

"Our house was overflowing with our projects, so I was trying
to find a storage building. We lived just a block from this dilapi-
dated building, and I got to wondering about it. I tracked down
the owner and asked to see it and agreed to buy it to use as a
storage building." "After Adam looked at it, he said that it would
need a lot of structural work to make it usable, so we started to fix
it up. Things have just 'spiraled' since then and been so much fun."
Things were going so well for them that they decided to fix it up as
an art gallery so that Merry could work at her craft full-time and

To learn more, contact Spirals Art Gallery 6- Studio at
(573) 205-6777. Adaptedfrom an article in the Cuba Free Press
www.threeriverspublishing.com.

missouri66.org 7
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"WE ARE FAMILY" WAS THE THEME DEVELOPED FOR THE 2010 ILLINOIS MOTOR
TOUR, WHICH ACTUALLY BEGAN ACROSS THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER IN EUREKA,
MISSOURI. AND THAT BECAME THE CATALYST THAT INSPIRED AN UNPRECEDENTED,
COOPERATIVE EFFORT AMONGST ORGANIZATIONS FROM BOTH STATES TO
RESURRECT AND RESTORE THE ENTIRE NEON SCENE AT THE LUNA CAFE.

The Luna Cafe and its neon sign are legendary - anchoring the
southern end of the original alignment of Route 66 in Illinois. With
seven neon colors, the sign is renowned for the cocktail glass with
a cherry in it. Located in Mitchell, Illinois just four miles from the
east end of the Chain of Rocks Bridge, it is actually a part of the
greater St. Louis metropolitan area.

So it was a natural candidate to become the first National Park
Service grant project to be jointly submitted and supported by rwo
Route 66 state associations. Missouri's Neon Heritage Preserva-
tion Committee ("NHPC") joined with the Illinois Association,
the Friends of the Mother Road and the owner to bring to fruition
a sign restoration project that had been on the drawing board for
several years.

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
The Luna Cafe was built by Herman & Irma Raffaelle in 1926, the
same year that Route 66 was commissioned as a highway. That's the
popularly accepted date, at least, although some sources that say
1924 or 1930. Nobody really knows for sure.

Although Herman died in 1937, and Irma remarried to George
Dee Jones in 1941, she would be associated with the Luna for over
45 years, until August 1974. In fact, she owned or operated the
business for the entire time that the Luna Cafe was actually located
on an active alignment of Route 66.

The Luna Cafe was located on Official Route 66 from 1926 to
1955, which became By-Pass 66 in 1955. The By-Pass 66 designa-
tion was removed in 1965. About that same time, the two-story
wood clapboard building was re-covered with aluminum siding,
after which the tall false front was utilized as a signboard carrying
the restaurant's name over a crescent moon with a profile of the
"man-in-the-moon". Additionally, a blue neon accent stripe was
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placed across the top contour of the building's false front. Some say
it was symbolic of the sky over the moon.

In August 1974, Irma Jones finally sold the business to Chester
Whyers, who would become a very popular owner with his custom-
ers until 1992. The 1990s would be a period of many changes in the
life of the Luna. The business was sold to Ray Herrin in May 1992,
and then again on April 1, 1997 to Anita Bowman, who quickly
re-sold it on October 2, 1998, to Larry Wofford and his partner, Al .
Young. The last ownership change occurred in 2006, when Al Young
sold his half-interest to his partner, Larry Wofford, who owns and
operates the business today.

It was also in the 1990s that the building was re-sided again (this
time in vinyl) - and that led to the removal of the storm damaged
neon signage on the tall false front, including the well-known,
cherished "man-in-the-moon". About that same time, the equally
famous neon sign in front of the building went dark, after shining
in seven neon colors since the late 1940s. The neon sign is famous
for the cocktail glass with a cherry in it, for which a rare ruby glass
was used to enhance its red glow. (Note: both ruby-red cherries were
intact and were re-used in the restoration.)

Depending on whom you talk to, the Luna Cafe has been an
upscale restaurant, a Route 66 cafe, a piano bar, a boarding house
for railroad workers, a gambling joint, a brothel and a meeting spot
for gangsters. In berween this diverse, blended culture of the Luna
lies 85 years of stories and rich, colorful history.

It is said that Chicago gangster Al Capone used the Luna for
his mob meetings in this area because he didn't trust the boys in
St. Louis. Even more prominent is the tawdry legend about the
cherries on the neon sign. Supposedly, when they were lit up, the
"ladies of the evening" were available. But Bud Eberhart, who
served as Mitchell constable in 1947-1955, insists this is a myth.

•



luna cafe ~

•

missouri66.org 9



JmJ luna cafe

10 Show Me Route 66



luna cafe l1It

"IT IS MOMENTS LIKE THIS THAT WE WHO
TRAVEL ROUTE 66 LIVE FOR!" - KIPWELBORN

During the restoration, it was determined that the cherry and the
cocktail glass were on the same circuit, which would have made it
impossible to turn the cherry on/off by itself.

There is little disagreement about the famous visitors who
stopped by the Luna. Ike & Tina Turner's band actually played
here in the mid-1950s. Hank Williams Sr. is said to have stopped
in. Some say Elvis Presley was also here, supposedly when he was
performing at a large outdoor music venue nearby called "Hillbilly
Park." But there is no evidence that the King ever played Hillbilly
Park.

The Luna Cafe was recognized as an upscale restaurant during
certain periods of its life. This was especially true in the mid-1970s
when Chester Whyers leased out the restaurant side of the building
to Charley Hester, a well-known chef in the area.

But regardless of what's fact and what's fiction, there is one thing
that everyone seems to agree upon. To quote a customer from a
2006 newspaper feature story that touted the Luna as a "Route 66• Landmark," "The Luna has always been here, and it's always looked
the same. It's the heart of Mitchell." And now it's the heart of an-
other Route 66 restoration success story.

THE RESTORATION STORY
While it was the Friends of the Mother Road, an organization
dedicated to preservation along Route 66, that first identified the
Luna Cafe sign several years ago as one that should be preserved and
restored, the actual impetus and opportunity to get it done finally
emerged when Jerry Law (a board member for both state associa-
tions) suggested that the 2010 Illinois Motor Tour begin in Eureka,
Missouri with the "We are Family" theme.

The first activity of the motor tour was an evening cruise only
10 miles down the Mother Road to Villa Ridge to view the recently
restored neon displayed on the Sunset Motel's sign and building
gables. About 40 Illinois Route 66 roadies gathered just in time
to see the neon flash on at dusk to an applauding and appreciative
audience. And that set the stage - all the pieces were now in place.

Back at the Holiday Inn/Six Flags, the registration hotel for the
Motor Tour, I gathered together four leaders of the two state as-
sociations to discuss what seemed to me to be an obvious proposal.
The Illinois Association would like to do a neon restoration and re-
lighting event like they had just witnessed at the Sunset. We would
all like to see the Luna Cafe sign restored. It's actually in Illinois, but
at the same time, in the St. Louis Metropolitan area.

In keeping with the "We are Family" theme, then, a joint two-
state project to restore the Luna Cafe sign seemed like a perfect fit.
That idea met with instant approval; and soon thereafter, representa-
tives from all three organizations met with the owner of the Luna
Cafe, Larry Wofford, on July 17, 2010. He was delighted with the

joint two-state proposal ... And we were now underway!
As in the three prior years, the neon restoration team consisted

of the four members of Missouri's NHPC: David Hutson, the neon
restoration consultant (owner of Neon Time, a neon sign special-
ist in St. Charles, Missouri); Esley Hamilton, historical consultant
(Preservation Historian for St. Louis County); Bob Gehl, team
advisor (Director of Membership Services for the Association); and
myself as the team coordinator.

Two more team members were added for this joint organiza-
tional approach: Jerry Law, of Wood River, Illinois, representing the
Route 66 Association of Illinois; and Kip Welborn from the Friends
of the Mother Road., His recently published guide to sorting out
the many Route 66 alignments through the St. Louis area was a
valuable assist in the project.

Together, this group lent all of their individual talents to provide
all the necessary elements for a grant application to the National
Park Service ("NPS") in the Spring of 20 11. The application was
approved in May, and after clearance from the Illinois State Historic
Preservation Agency in July, all attention was then focused on resto-
ration of the neon ... not only on the vintage sign out by the road,
but also all of the neon features that had previously been on the
front facade of the building!

The NPS Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program matching
grant paid for half of the cost to restore the vintage sign on the road-
way. But owner Larry Wofford was so enthused about this project
that he used his own funds to recreate the architectural outline and
the famous "man-in-the-moon" profile on the front facade, and also
add the words "Luna Cafe" spelled in the same exact style as the
sign. All of which creates a dazzling neon scene.

With all preparatory steps in place, it did not take long for the
restoration to be completed - less than 60 days from the date of sign
removal, to installation of all the restored neon features on October
20, just two days before.

THE RE-LiGHTING CELEBRATION
Given all the history and dedication and restoration effort attached
to this property and this sign, it is no surprise then that a big party
(celebration, actually) would be planned for the sign's official re-
lighting on October 22, 2011. The beckoning glow of the Luna's
neon sign returned at 6:44 p.m. as the sign's seven neon colors and
clear chaser bulbs blazed back to life.

A crowd of over 200 people cheered, consisting of Route 66 fans
from at least three states and a legion of Larry's loyal customers.
Most of them were wearing a special commemorative T-shirt created
for the event, on the back of which was the "We are Family" logo
designed by Jerry Law. The "We are Family" embrace even extended
beyond the Route 66 enthusiasts, as Monte Rapp and his wife
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Janine were in attendance. Rapp is the grandson of Chester Wyers,
owner of the Luna from 1974 to 1992. There were actually two
relighting ceremonies combined into one. Just moments after the
vintage sign was re-lit, the crowd responded with a second wave of
energetic approval when the "man-in-the-moon" beamed down once
again from his rightful place on the facade of the building.

The ceremony began with the national anthem, sung by Lisa
Doss of nearby Granite City. Tommy Pike, President of the Route
66 Association of Missouri, highlighted one of the most important
aspects of this project, when he pointed out: "Look what can be
achieved when three organizations all work together toward the
same end."

Cathie Stevanovich, President of the Route 66 Association of
Illinois struck a similar tone. "These are tough times, cc she said, "but
despite that, a united group of strangers have reached out to each
other, all concentrating their efforts at making sure that the history
and neon of this Mother Road icon can shine again ... calling out
to those on the road to stop and visit. The warm glow of seven
neon colors will make people stop, look and remember." She then
warmed the heart of owner Larry Wofford with a $500 donation
from the Illinois Association.

Kip Welborn, whose book Route 66 in St. Louis raised most of
the funds for a $1,000 donation by the Friends of the Mother Road
to honor the occasion, proclaimed that "The Luna Cafe is now one
of the greatest neon spectacles on the planet."

We were honored to have a representative from the Illinois State
Historic Preservation Agency present at the gathering in the person
of Carol Dyson, Senior Preservation Architect. After offering her
own remarks, Carol also substituted for Kaisa Barthuli, who regret-
tably could not attend. Kaisa is the Program Manager for the NPS
Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program, and on her behalf, Carol
presented an NPS plaque of appreciation to owner Larry Wofford
for his commitment to restore and maintain the Luna Cafe sign as a
Route 66 legacy.

Carol also read the "words of congratulations" that Kaisa had
provided in advance, which included the following comments:

"If you have passed by the Luna Cafe sign at any point in the
last twenty years, then you will know what a special day today
is - not just for the City of Mitchell - but for the Route 66 cor-
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ridor as well.
Twenty years ago this sign went dark over the Luna Cafe. Today

however, with the re-lighting of this sign, not only is a part of
Mitchell's community history and identity revived, but it also shows
the world that we are invested in caring for our nation's history and
the American icon that is Route 66.

The re-lighting of this sign represents the dedicated efforts of
many individuals and organizations. Special recognition goes out
to the project team, including Jim Thole, Bob Gehl, David Hutson
and Esley Hamilton of the Missouri Association's Neon Heritage
Preservation Committee, who forged a collaboration with the owner
of the Luna Cafe, Larry Wofford; Jerry Law and the Illinois Route
66 Association; Kip Welborn and the Friends of the Mother Road;
and Carol Dyson and the Illinois State Historic Preservation Agency.
I am pleased that our program, the National Park Service, Route 66
Corridor Preservation has been part of this collaboration through
our grant program, and wish I could be with you all in person to
celebrate the flipping of the switch."

The program concluded with an ovation for the final speaker,
owner Larry Wofford, who was rather moved by the awesome event
and the large turnout. Larry offered his sincere thanks and appre-
ciation to Kaisa Barthuli and the National Park Service, and all of
those named in the previous paragraph, as well as to some of his
loyal patrons and friends who did a general refurbishment of the
property in anticipation of this event, and also all of those helping
him to stage the party that evening.

If you're beginning to sense that you missed a pretty neat party -
well, you did ... complete with fried chicken and accompaniments,
music in the background, in perfect weather (about 66 degrees)!
And all of it under the stunning glow of the newly restored neon
throughout the night. Kip Welborn summed up this memorable
evening the best when he said, "it is moments like this that we who
travel Route 66 live for!"

•

The Luna Cafe is located at 201 East Chain of Rocks Road in
Mitchell, Illinois. From 1-270 take the "IL 203 Granite City"
Exit 4 and turn north into the town of Mitchell.
The commemorative T-shirts (in black, gray or yellow) may
still be available when you read this, but only at the Luna Cafe.
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12 OUTDOOR MURALS • HISTORY MUSEUM
HISTORIC UPTOWN BUSINESS DISTRICT ALONG ROUTE 66

GUINNESS WORLD RECORD LARGEST ROCKING CHAIR
SHOPS/DINING/ANITQUE MALLS

VISITOR CENTER AT 1-44 OVERPASS (EXIT 208)
www.cubamochamber.com or www.cubamomurals.com

upcominG evenTS
A Year-Round Destination waiting for you ...

March 31,2012 Route 66 Raceto the Rocker www.jog-inc.com

Henry's Ra66it Ranch
1107Historic Old Route 66

Staunton, Il,62088
618-635-5655

"where the legacy of Montana continues"

www.HenrysRoute66.com

Crawford County Historical Society & Museum
308 N. Smith Street, one block off Route 66

Cuba, Missouri 65453
www.crawfordmomuseum.com
info@crawfordmomuseum.com

573-885-6099
Tours Available Groups Welcomed

3 Floors of History: Military Displays, Indian Artifacts, One Room School, Children's Room, Genealogy,
Route 66 Room,Themed display rooms & collections

Check website or call for hours
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BY RICH DINKELA II

•

ENTERING THE LOBBY OF ZENO'S IN ROLLA, MISSOURI, I WAS UNSURE OF WHAT TO EXPECT.
JUST DAYS EARLIER, IT HAD BEEN ANNOUNCED THAT THE LANDMARK WOULD BE CLOSING
AFTER 54 YEARS OF SERVING LOCALS AND TRAVELERS ON ROUTE 66. SURPRISINGLY, THERE
WAS LOTS OF LOUD CONVERSATION AND MUSIC. IN THE DIRECTION OF THE COMMOTION,
A DRY ERASE SIGN WITH FANCY LETTERING READ "APPEARING TONIGHT: DENNIS FOSTER."
IT WAS HARD TO BELIEVE THAT THERE COULD BE LIVE MUSIC IN THIS MOTEL AS IT NEARED
THE END OF ITS LIFE. BACK IN THE LOBBY, A GIRLABOUT NINE YEARS OLD SCURRIED
DOWN THE MAIN HALL WAY AND DUCKED INTO A ROOM.

The facility looked amazing. It was clean and tidy, resembling
some of the older upper class morels. A well dressed young man
came our of the room that the young girl had entered. He greered
me and asked if he could be of service. Asked about the party
underway in the lounge attached to rhe lobby, he said that a
local fraternity was having a reunion of sons. The place was full,
mostly an older crowd. People were smiling, dancing, drinking
and laughing.

Back at the registration desk, I told the clerk it was hard ro
believe the place would be closing in just rwo weeks. He solemnly
answered "Yeah, I know." We talked a bit more about the circum-
stances forcing the closure of this historic landmark. Before going
ro my room, I poked my head back into the lounge and listened
for a bit as Mr. Foster gleefully played some oldies with his red and
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white Fender guirar.
There has been joy, laughrer and good company here since

1957. Zeno Scheffer and his wife Loretta opened Zeno's Studio
Morel in 1957, where the new four-lane Route 66 mer the City
Route at the west end of Rolla. It originally consisted of 20 units,
which now make up rhe front pan of the complex. The steakhouse
was added in 1959 and the morel was expanded ro 32 units. There
are now 50 rooms.

Shuffiing to my room, it was hard to believe that this landmark
was closing. The parking lor was near capacity. Only a few spors
were open even rhough ir was 10:30 p.m. The restaurant had closed
at 9 p.m., so there must have been a lor of overnight guests, From
the outside the place looks a little older, bur it is able ro accomrno-
dare modern demands.
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This was my first time staying as an overnight guest at Zeno's.
I was pleasantly surprised to be greeted with a very clean room. It
might suffer a bit in comparison to modern chain motels, but it
had everything for a Route 66 roadie. I remembered the parry in
progress over at the lounge and decided ro drop off my stuff and
join them.

Walking back across the parking lot, I took notice of all the
other competing motels within a stone's throw. Anything from the
cheapest dump in town to the high priced modern chain brand
motel is looming over Zeno's Motel and Steakhouse. Many motor-
ists passing through make Rolla an overnight stop. Otherwise, how
could there be so much lodging to choose from? At this point, it
hit me ... Zeno's is smack in the middle of them all and probably

doesn't shine as brightly as it used to because it is shrouded by all
the competition.

Pushing the lobby doors open once again, I noticed only conver-
sation and the sounds of mingling coming from the lounge. Dennis
Foster was putting away his Fender and getting ready to make his
exit. I sat down at the bar and the well dressed bartender poured a
rum n' coke as requested. I watched as the old timers retired from
the room. They were reminiscing and hugging; remarking about
how wonderful it was to get back in touch and to catch up. Sud-
denly, I was one of three patrons left in the room. I felt as though I
might be a bit of a burden to the bartender who was looking over a
near vacant room. Asked what time the lounge closed, she politely
informed me it would close only after when the last guest left. I
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"WELL, 54 YEARS IS A PRETTY GOOD RUN."
MIKE SCHEFFER

asked, "What if they leave at 3 a.m.?" Without delay she informed
me that she would be there to pour drinks as long as someone
needed one. Now that's dedication.

I took a moment to fully appreciate the ornate woodwork that
made up the bar back and the liquor display. It was impressive and
worth photographing. Two men in their early 30s were sitting at a
table as I took the picture. One man ran out of the lounge saying
"Hey the lighted sign should still be on outside!" It was obvious that
the two were well on their way to being drunk and that they had a
vested interest in the facility.

As it turns out they were employees of Zeno's Restaurant. I
struck up a conversation with one of them who was working as a
cook. The man said he started at the age of 22, eleven years ago. I
asked what he planned on doing once the doors closed forever. He
wasn't sure, but he assured me that he was dedicated to his du-
ties until the very last dinner was served. "All I want to do is make
people happy," he explained. "If I can do anything to make some-

• one totally happy, I will do it without hesitating." The bartender
had been listening to the conversation and offered her opinion
when asked about the news. She shared the cook's sentiments. "We
aren't happy about it, but we are doing what we can, for as long as
we can." I had to confess to them how astonished I was by their
dedication. It's tough to contemplate how a clean facility, great staff,
and a comfortable atmosphere cannot be successful or even survive.
Our little group sat there bantering and contemplating our personal
philosophies and theories on life.

It was an honor to hear the staff's personal feelings regarding the
end of their jobs. Someone mentioned that there were a couple of
people that had worked at Zeno's since the 1970s. It was one more
fact to mull when trying to understand why the landmark was clos-
ing. As an employer myself, I understand the difficulty and persis-
tence it requires to work somewhere for longer than 15 years. The
owners must really be kind and respectful to their staff.

The clock ticked away impatiently, beckoning me to go back to
my room for a good night's rest. I had a breakfast appointment with
some Route 66 roadies the next morning. It was around 1:30 a.m.
when I decided to give the barkeep and my brain cells a break. I
wished everyone well and again shuffied back across the parking lot.
I still couldn't shake the notion that this place was closing. I put the
troubling thought on hold for the morning.

The next day, I met up with a small group of Route 66 enthusi-
asts for breakfast. There were six of us in attendance. I had requested
a visit from the owner when I made the reservation the night before.
We were seated and informed Mr. Scheffer would chat with us, but
he first had to make everyone's breakfast. We were amazed that the
owner would be preparing our food and was the only cook on duty
as the Saturday breakfast crowd filed in. Our food took a while to
arrive. Before becoming impatient, I remembered that the cook last

night said that nearly everything was made to order from scratch.
It made us all a bit more willing to wait and the breakfast exceeded
expectations. I'm pretty picky about pancakes, but these were good.
They weren't too thick or dry. They were just right.

Mike Scheffer, the owner and Zeno Scheffer's grandson, arrived
after a few minutes. He looked weary and somewhat unsure about
what to say. We listened in silence as Mike said, "Well, 54 years is a
pretty good run." He ticked off the factors leading to what he called
a "very difficult decision." As expected, he cited the newer properties
surrounding Zeno's. "We have too much competition, and are faced
with an aging facility," he said. Scheffer added that the employees
were like family. Mike said a steady stream of regulars has been stop-
ping in for one last visit since the news broke about the closure. He
was sad that he couldn't thank each one personally. Then he added
ruefully, "There are too many to thank personally, but not enough
to keep us open."

Mike's demeanor grew more emotional and serious. Just barely
holding back tears, he said in an assertive powerful tone, "I crawled
these hallways as a child." As if to ease the tension, he added "I
sometimes crawled them as an adult," and smiled weakly. In that
moment I understood what was at stake. I actually visualized what
it would be like to grow up at Zeno's. This was his home. He had
grown up roaming and playing in the corridors. He had scrubbed
and cleaned as a teenager, and learned the inner business operations
as a young adult. The fate of his home is uncertain at this point. At
best, it might undergo renovation and be sucked up into a homog-
enized corporate chain. At worst, it would be reduced to a parking
lot for the neighboring hospital.

I was fortunate enough to witness this place, its patrons, its
dedicated family of owners, and its veteran staff. I regretfully tell
you my friend that I honestly have only patronized Zeno's twice in
all my travels on Route 66 in Missouri. I feel ashamed that I have
passed this place dozens of times without giving it a second thought.
Sure, I told a handful of people about the great dinner I had back in
2008 and how I thought it was some of the best food available on
Route 66 between Baxter Springs, Kansas and Litchfield, Illinois.
But now it doesn't seem to be enough. For the first time in my life
I feel like I have failed the Mother Road. If I didn't share this story
with all of you, I might burden myself with more conviction over
this landmark or others on Route 66. Be very aware that life on
Route 66 is fragile. Be sure to tell everyone of that special place you
know about on Route 66. If you keep it to yourself, it just might get
stripped away from the Mother Road, never to be seen again. I wish
everyone I encountered at Zeno's a fruitful and fulfilling life. Thank
you for your dedicated service. It would be a privilege to see all of
you down the road.

Rich Dinkela II, www.HookedOnRoute66.com

missouri66.org 17



JmJ motor tour

THE ROUTE 66 ASSOCIATION OF MISSOURI OFFERED A

TREK THROUGH THE "PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE OF

ROUTE 66" ON ITS 22ND ANNUAL MOTOR TOUR. THE TOUR

STARTED IN MIAMI, OKLAHOMA AND ENDED AT SKIPPY'S

ROUTE 661NN NORTH OF LEASBURG, MISSOURI. WE HAD

A GREAT TURNOUT AGAIN THIS YEAR, WITH CLOSE TO 100

ROADIES AND 60 CARS PARTICIPATING. PARTICIPANTS

CAME FROM SEVERAL STATES AND BRUCE OWEN CAME

IN ALL THE WAY FROM AUSTRALIA. BYKIPWELBORN

The festivities commenced at the Econo Lodge in Miami,
Oklahoma. It was once an old mom and pop motel currently under
renovation. The owners are doing a great job! We were allowed to set
up in their spacious breakfast nook and the owner provided a full
breakfast on Saturday morning. Tour goers received a passport and
information on the stops.

On Friday night, we cruised down part of the "Sidewalk High-
way" berween Miami and Afton, Oklahoma. This precious remnant
was built in 1922 and carried Route 66 from 1926 to 1937, accord-
ing to Oklahoma Route 66 historian Jim Ross. The pavement on
the Sidewalk Highway is just nine feet wide! Early Route 66 motor-
ists would pull over with one wheel on the pavement and one in the
dirt to allow a car to pass in the opposite direction. Over the years,
gravel was added along the sides.

Our contingent took the first section of the Sidewalk Highway
from Miami to US 69 orth of arcissa. The road is not in perfect
condition, but it is certainly drivable and most of it is still visible.
All of the cars made it to US 69 in one piece. Just recently, a "Will
Rogers Highway" marker was placed on the sidewalk highway to
honor its role in history.

A5 always, there were cars of all shapes and sizes. Our Motor
Tour does not require a classic vehicle, but there were several. They
included a beautiful Impala, a cool El Camino, and a sweet little
Ford Pinto. It sported Classic Vehicle license plates, which reminded
me that we are all getting a little older. There were also some new
classics, a fleet of Mustangs that included an extremely limited edi-
tion vehicle. Our friends from Arkansas brought their witty banter
and their awesome Corvettes.
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On Saturday morning, we headed north through Miami. Miami
shows pride in its Mother Road heritage by placing Route 66 shields
in the middle of the intersections. Outside Commerce, we saw
the cool statue of hometown hero Mickey Mantle. We crossed the
Oklahoma border and landed at our first passport stop, the Baxter
Springs Museum.

While the theme of the tour was the "Past Present and Future" of
Route 66, the tour also offered a chance to see some Civil War sites
during this 150th anniversary year. At the museum, Historian Larry
O'Neal gave us a great overview of the role of Baxter Springs and
Fort Blair in the Civil War.

The tour then made its way to the second passport stop at Nel-
son's Old Riverton Store, also known as Eisler Brothers. Our travel-
ers enjoyed the eccentricities of the store, which is over 80 years old.
Owner Scott elson also charmed the crowd. It was a short drive to
Galena and our third passpOrt stop, 4 Women on the Route. This
restored Kan-O-Tex gas station is the home of the tow truck that
inspired the character of Tow Mater in the motion picture Cars.
We spent some time there with Shelby Rigg. Shelby is the daugh-
ter of 4 Women on the Route co-owner Melba Rigg. She is also a
very important part of the Mother Road's future. Melba started the
Route 66 Young Roadies Association to get young people involved
in Route 66.

We crossed the newly restored bridge over the old "Kary"
Railroad ourside Galena and crossed into Missouri. The tour went
through Joplin and passed groups preparing food and supplies for
the victims of the tornado. The town still has a long way to go, but
is clearly well on the road to recovery.
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We headed for Webb City, where the Chamber of Commerce has
restored an old gas station at the corner of Webb and Broadway and
turned it into a Route 66 Informational Center. In Carterville, our
cruisers got their kicks at Larry's "SuperTamm on 66." This unique
business is an ice cream parlor crammed with a massive collection of
Superman memorabilia. Larry also showed off his restored streetcar
on display downtown. From there, we cruised down the beautiful
stretch of Route 66 between Carterville and Carthage.

An open hou e at the landmark Boots Motel was a highlight of
the stop in Carthage. There was a nice article about new owners
Pricilla Bledsaw and Deborah Harvey in the last issue of Show Me
Route 66 Magazine. These folks certainly have a lot of work cut out
for them, but they also have a lot of enthusiasm and a cheering sec-
tion spanning eight states!

After taking in some serious nostalgia at the Boots, tour goers
were able to take in some serious Civil War History at the fourth
passport stop. They visited the Civil War Museum, just off the
Square near the magnificent Jasper County Courthouse. The mu-
seum features a great mural depicting the Bactle of Carthage.

The 2011 tour followed the scenic route around Lake Kellogg
before hitting SR 96 toward Springfield. We passed through the
little towns of Avilla, Rescue, Phelps, Plew, Albatross and Heaton-
ville. The tour crossed the truss bridge at Spencer, and we witnessed
the restoration work underway at the old station. The fifth passport

stop was Gary Turner's replica Sinclair station at Gay Parita. Gary
was his usual self, offering his wit, wisdom and roadie advice. We
met another great character of the road at the next passport stop at
Halltown Mercantile. Jerry White has a story abour everyone of the
35,000 items in the store.

We took the nice stretch of SR 266 into Springfield and our
next stop at Bud's Tire and Wheel. It is always good to see Bud, and
the good folks there always greet us with music and fanfare. They
make the tour feel like a major event. Tour goers could also visit the
Wilson Creek Battlefield and a tour the Greene County Historical
Museum.

The tour proceeded northwest, with a stop at the annual Straf-
ford Days festivities. A planned visit to a nursing home on the
outskirts of Marshfield didn't work out, bur Jane Dippel took time
to stop there and offer a hearty Roure 66 hello. Our tour cruised
into downtown Marshfield for passport stop number eight at the
Webster County Historical Society, located in the Carnegie Library
just off the Court House Square. The Historical Society is chock full
of memorabilia and interesting displays on Webster County as well
as the Civil War. Thanks to Linda Blazer at the Historical Society,
we had a great visit. Classic car owners brought in some real beau-
ties, adding to the event.

The tour headed to the midpoint stop at Sand Spring Resort.
The Sand Spring Resort is 12 miles outside Lebanon, just outside
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Bennett Springs State Park. This motel in the heart of the scenic
Missouri Ozarks is a great old school sort of place. It features an
indoor pool and sauna, access to the river, a nice playground for
the kids and plenty of outdoor space for people to sit and chat. The
rooms are clean, comfortable, and appropriately rustic.

We were also able to have our midpoint dinner on the grounds,
with a great BBQ spread put on by the Sand Spring Crew. Robert
Schulz put on an excellent silent auction, and Jane Dippel collected
a lot of money for the 50/50. John and Digna Sell were honored
with the "longest distance touring vehicle" award. We also rec-
ognized Bruce Owen, who came here all the way from Australia.
Association President Glenda and Tommy Pike and their daughter
Tonya were also at the dinner. We were so happy that they were able
to join us, as Glenda's father passed away the day before the tour.

While several tour goers stayed at the Sand Springs, others chose
Lebanon and the famous Munger Moss Motel. Ramona and Bob
Lehman have provided awesome accommodations at this landmark
for 40 years. The Neon Preservation Committee of the Route 66 As-
sociation of Missouri recently assisted in the restoration of the neon
marquee.

After Sunday's nondenominational service presented by Norman
Heironimus, we said our farewells to the Sand Spring Resort and
the Munger Moss. The ninth passport stop was at Mr. C's Route 66
Outpost in Lebanon. Mr. C's offers all sorts of Route 66 memora-
bilia and delicious Route 66 Root Beer. Mr. C's is also a must stop
for lovers of Blues music. Owner Scott Cameron managed blues
legends Muddy Waters and Buddy Guy and displays his memora-
bilia at his outpost.

The tour crossed the magnificent Gasconade River Bridge,
and then passed through Gascozark, Buckhorn, Waynesville and

St. Robert. I am confident that several people made their own stops
at Devils Elbow and John's Modern Cabins.

Passport stop 10 was at the Old Phelps County Courthouse in
Rolla. City Planner and Civil War re-enactor John Peterson gave us
a lesson on the life of a Civil War soldier. It was an awesome display,
especially when John fired his rifle after yelling "Fire in the hole!"

We headed to the "Little Italy" section of Route 66 in Missouri,
and the 11rh passport stop at the Rosati Winery Museum. Andrew
Mendez has done a wonderful job of renovating the old winery, as
well as telling the story of those who came to this area and brought
the grapes. Visitors can sample wine, watch a video about the his-
tory of the area, and take in a "vintage" slice of Route 66 history.

The final passport stop was at the Crawford County Historical
Society Museum in Cuba, for more history lessons. Nearby, one of
the excellent murals that earned Cuba the nickname "Mural City
USA" is dedicated to the Civil War action.

The tour passed the wonderfully renovated Wagon Wheel Motel.
For information on the landmark, please call Connie Echols at
(573) 241-5143.We made the final stop at Skippy's Route 66 Inn
near Leasburg. Skippy's, motto is "Good Food for good people,"
and good people prepare that food. Skip Sheleski, Denise Basham
and the staff went beyond the call of duty to provide a great lunch.
They accommodated extra guests with a smile!

I hope all who joined us had a good time and learned a little bit
about Route 66 in Missouri and the people who make it special.
I also want to thank Robert Schulz, Kent and Mary Sue Sand-
erson, Paul and Debbie Rhew, Carolyn HasenJratz, Glenda and •
Tommy Pike and motor tour co-chair Jane Dippel for their hard
work to make the tour a success. See you next year!

LUNA CAFE 618-931-3152
201 EAST CHAIN OF ROCKS ROAD

"GET YOUR KICKS ON RT.66"
MITCHELL, ILLINOIS 62040

Ray Maserang III
Scott Maserang
info@walnutparkauto.com

9760 Watson Rd.
Crestwood, MO 63126

314·965·2953
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JUDY GARLAND SANG, "CLANG, CLANG, CLANG WENT THE TROLLEY" IN THE MOTION PICTURE
"MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS." THE TROLLEY LINE THAT INSPIRED THE "TROLLEY SONG" DID EXIST,
AND CROSSED THE FUTURE ROUTE 66. IT WAS THE HODIAMONT LINE, RUNNING FROM THE
CITYTO THE WELLSTON LOOP AT TO DAY'S EASTON AVENUE AND DOCTOR MARTIN LUTHER
KING BOULEVARD. ST. LOUIS HAD THE LARGEST SYSTEM. BUTTHAT "CLANG, CLANG, CLANG"
WAS ALSO HEARD ALONG, OVER, UNDER, AND SOMETIMES ON ROUTE 661N SEVERAL OTHER
MISSOURI CITIES.

ST. LOUIS
The first streetcar in St. Louis made its appearance on July 4, 1859.
The line was operated by Erastus Wells and his Missouri Railroad
Company on Olive Street between 4th and l Oth Streets. The stare
was inauspicious. On the first run, the trolley hit a rock kicked up
by the horse and derailed. Other transit companies sprang up quick-
ly and by 1881 Sr. Louis had nearly 120 miles of streetcar tracks.
Beginning in the late 1880s, some of the companies were running
cable car lines similar to those in San Francisco, serving destinations
such as the fairgrounds in North St. Louis and Tower Grove Park.
Erastus Wells used steam powered cars on his West End Narrow
Gauge Line, which ran by his country estate "Wellston" on the way
to the sleepy village of Florissant. But electric cars, introduced in
1890, quickly made the cable and steam powered cars obsolete.

By 1899, there were 20 rival street railway companies in St. Lou-
is, and the competition was intense. The major companies included
the Union Depot Railway in South St. Louis, the Lindell Railway
serving the Central West End and the Mound City line in North
St. Louis. The new electric lines spurred development of "streetcar
suburbs" such as Maplewood, Webster Groves and University City.
But there was trouble ahead.

St. Louis was in the grips of a corrupt alliance between city
government and rich and powerful businessmen, known as the "Big
Cinch." They controlled the transit companies and pushed a greedy
scheme in 1899 to consolidate most of the competing firms and
award a lucrative 50-year streetcar franchise to a holding syndicate,
the new United Railways. The actual operation of the cars would be
by the newly formed St. Louis Transit Company. The merger led to
violence and scandal.
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On May 8, 1900, over 3,000 street transit workers went on
strike, seeking recognition of their union, better pay, and a ten-hour
work day. The worker's bargaining power had been weakened by the
merger, so the St. Louis Transit Company brought in strikebreak-
ers. The strike quickly turned violent as strikers blocked the lines
with debris, hurled objects at the cars, cut the wires and blew up the
tracks. On the grounds that the strike was affecting the US Mail, a
federal judge authorized creation of a sheriffs posse. It was a militia
of 2,500 citizens charged with keeping the streetcars running.

On June 10, gunfire erupted as strikers battled the posse in
downtown St. Louis. Three people were killed and 14 wounded.
Three attempts were made to bomb the car barns where the strike-
breakers were housed at Easton and Prairie Avenues. If the attempts
had been successful, dozens would have been killed. Eventually, an
agreement was reached with the help of crusading attorney "Holy
Joe" Folk. The company violated the agreement a week later, and the
workers walked again. But the impoverished strikers couldn't hold
on past September, and the union was defeated.

But Joseph Folk wasn't finished. When he became St. Louis Cir-
cuit Attorney, Folk went after the ciry Democratic "Boss" Ed Butler,
and the other crooked politicians who took bribes in connection
with the awarding of a streetcar franchise. The resulting "Boodle"
cases exposed the bribery of public officials in return for ciry con-
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tracts, franchises or even lower tax assessments. Folk was hated by
the elite in St. Louis, but he was a hero in the rest of the state and
was elected governor in 1904.

All of this was a temporary setback for the streetcar system, as
the ciry embraced reform in preparation for the Louisiana Purchase
Exposition. The transit company added 450 brand new cars and
the system performed admirably. St. Louis Transit was disbanded
in 1907 and United Railways took over the last of the independent
lines, the St. Louis and Suburban Railway. But United Railways was
saddled with debt, hit particularly hard by a city tax on fares.

Ridership peaked in 1916, as private automobile ownership
was rising dramatically. The system did away with the traditional
nickel fare in 1918, but it was too little too late. United Railways
went bankrupt in 1919 and it all wasn't sorted out until 1927. At
that time, the St. Louis Public Service Company public utility was
formed to take over United Railways. But the PSC streetcars were
at a distinct disadvantage. Taxpayers paid for roads and highways
used by the buses and cars. But the PSC had to pay properry taxes
and maintain its own tracks. The Great Depression spurred another
bankruptcy in 1933, which wasn't settled until November 1939. In-
creased ridership due to the defense industries and rationing during
World War II gave the trolleys a brief boost.

But trolley ridership declined sharply after the war, with eight
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lines converted to buses in 1945 alone. Construction of the ex-
pressways and the rebuilding of the Grand Avenue viaduct over the
Mill Creek rail yards resulted in more lines shutting down. In April,
1963 the newly created Bi-State Development Agency took over 15
private transit companies on both sides of the Mississippi. Bi-State
originally favored converting some of the lines to light rail, bur the
mayor of Sr. Louis felt the trolleys just tied up downtown traffic.
After April of 1964, the Hodiamont was the last remaining streetcar
line. The last car wearily trudged into the DeBaliviere car barn on
May 21, 1966. The street car era in Sr. Louis was over.

Light rail did come to Sr. Louis with the opening of the first
section of the MetroLink System on July 1, 1993. The original line
between Hanley Road and l Sth and Missouri in East Sr. Louis was
expanded to Lambert Field in 1998 and an extension to Southwest-
ern Illinois College in Belleville was completed in 200l. Two years
later, that line was expanded to Shiloh-Scott Air Force Base. The sys-
tem expanded again in 2006, with the opening of the Mid County
Extension to Shrewsbury.

SPRINGFIELD
Street railway service in Springfield began in 1881, with mule-
drawn cars. The Springfield Railway Company, owned by Homer
Fellows, Robert McElhaney and James Stoughton, ran from the

Public Square north on Boonville to Commercial, east on Commer-
cial to Benton, Jefferson, and Sr. Louis Avenue back to the square.
The People's Railway Service began operation in 1881, and the two
companies were merged in 1886 to form the Citizen's Street Railway
Company. Three years later, Springfield became one of the first
cities in the United States with electric trolleys. The lines radiated
from the Public Square, serving destinations such as the White City
Amusement Park, the Springfield Normal School and Doling Park

In 1895, the Springfield Traction Company took over the trolley
lines. The company was sold to the owners of Springfield Gas and
Electric in 1906, putting all the lines under common ownership for
the first time.

Like Sr. Louis, Springfield's service was affected by labor unrest.
Workers walked off the job in February, 1916, after the company
balked at unionization efforts. The walkour ended four days later.
But the traction company defaulted on the contract and the workers
were on strike for 252 days beginning on October 5, 1916. Strike-
breakers were brought in, but the mayor and residents overwhelm-
ingly supported the workers. Jitneys and taxis took to the streets.

The company lost what little support it had when a strikebreaker
was found to be involved in the kidnapping and murder of little
Lloyd Keer, the son of a wealthy merchant. The 14-month old baby
was snatched from his crib on May 30, and was drowned in a well.
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SPRINGFIELD TRACTION CAR #104 IS SHOWN ATTHE CAR BARN IN 1915.
PHOTO, MUSEUM OF TRANSPORTATION

BUSES COULD BRING SERVICE TO NEW ROUTES CHEAPLY. WITHOUT EXPENSIVE TRACK
AND LINES. THEY WERE FAST REPLACING TROLLEYS BY THE TIME SPRINGFIELD BUS #8
WAS PICTURED ON THE PUBLIC SQUARE IN 1921.PHOTO, MUSEUM OF TRANSPORTATION
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The child was the heir to an estate valued at $3 million. Springfield
was in a rage. Thousands gathered on the square threatening to lynch
the perpetrators. The sheriff rushed the suspects to Jefferson City as
crowds pursued the automobile. The community blamed the transit
company for bringing in a criminal element and the strike was settled
on June 16, 1917. The workers won a raise from 17 Y2 cents per hour
to 19 cents but ridership was plunging. In 1927, Springfield Traction
was merged into the Springfield Electric Company, with the other
utilities covering the losses suffered by the buses and streetcars.

In 1935, seven streetcar roures served the older parts of the city
and six bus routes operated in the newest developments south of the
Public Square. On August 28, 1937, a parade of trolleys and new
buses followed the rou te of the 1881 mule drawn line west on Com-
mercial, then south on Boonville to the Public Square. The last trolley
in Springfield left the square at 12:06 a.m. on Sunday, August 29.

The city purchased the Springfield Gas and Electric Companies
in 1944, creating City Utilities. The community owned utility now
provides electricity, water, natural gas, broadband and transit services
to southwest Missouri.

THE TRI-STATE AREA
A huge interurban system once linked Roure 66 communities in
the Tri-State area, such as Joplin, Carthage, Baxter Springs, Kansas,
and Miami, Oklahoma. It all started with a mule car line between
Webb City and Carterville, Missouri in 1889. The Twin City Railway
Company line was organized by Alfred H. Rogers, the founder of the
Joplin GLobe. In 1892, it was absorbed by the outhwest Missouri
Electric Railway, which ran the first electric car from Webb City to
Joplin on July 4, 1893. The line was organized by E.Z. Wallower.
Wallower was a businessman originally from Pennsylvania, who built
the Keystone Hotel in Joplin and named it after his home state. His
land is now Missouri Southern State Univer ity.

The next big step for the Southwest Missouri was the acquisition
of the "White Line" linking Webb City with Carthage, so called be-
cause a fleet of new white cars were used when it opened in 1896. It
was originally built as the Jasper County Electric Railway. At the same
time, the Southwest Missouri also acquired the Joplin Electric Rail-
way Company, an extension of the Joplin street car line to the nearby
mining center of Galena, Kansas. The line eventually was extended
into the mining area of Picher, Oklahoma and an interurban line also
connected Joplin with Pittsburg, Kansas.

Lakeside Park wa probably the most popular destination. The
Southwest Missouri Electric Railway developed the park in 1895 to
boost business on the line. The "trolley park" was located six miles
west of Carthage between the future Route 66 and the US 71 bridges
over Center Creek. It included a 2,000 seat theatre, a lake created by
damming Center Creek, a swinging bridge, playgrounds, an arcade,
a big wooden roller coaster and a small hotel. The last building at the
park burned in 1964, and even the lake is now only a memory.

Local lore says the mayor of Webb City was concerned that
residents might take the trolley to do their shopping in Joplin or
Carthage. So when asked to provide right-of-way for the electric line,
he insisted that the headquarters be in Webb City. The facilities were
located on Madison Street between Broadway and Daugherty Streets,
next to the huge Sucker Flats open pit zinc mine. The company also
constructed a nice clubhouse for the workers.

•



This public transit system transported workers to and from the
hundreds of mines, as well as the mills and factories in the Tri-State
Area, spurring growth in Carthage and Joplin. The line eventually
included nearly 100 miles of track and the cars ran every 15 min-
utes between Joplin and Carterville. The pea green cars ran every
half hour between the other communities. The fares were between
one and 1 Y2 cents per mile. But mining declined after World War
I at the same time as automobile ownership increased. The line was
in receivership by 1927. Modern buses replaced the interurban cars
between Carthage, Joplin and Picher in July, 1935. The trolleys
disappeared from the streets of joplin in 1940.

Today the 1910 clubhouse on Madison Street houses the Webb
City Historical Society and the old powerhouse is home to a skat-
ing rink. The old Sucker Flats Mine is now King Jack Park. ("Jack"
is a slang term for zinc ore) The Prosperity Junction Depot was
relocated from its original sire on the line easr of Carterville to the
park and is now the home of the Webb City Chamber of Com-
merce. Several old trestles that carried the trolleys can be found
amid the mine railings along Route 66 between Webb City and

- -
THESE CARS AND STEAM ENGINES OPERATED ON THE ST.LOUIS MUNICIPAL RAILWAY, WHICH
SERVED THE ST.LOUIS WATER WORKS ATTHE CHAIN OF ROCKS,JUST SOUTH OFTHE HISTORIC
BRIDGE. THE LINE WAS IN OPERATION FROM 1895 TO 1955AND RAN PARALLEL TO AND JUST EAST
OF CITY ROUTE 66. (RIVERVIEW AND BROADWAy) PHOTO. MUSEUM OF TRANSPORTATION

Carterville.
Decades after the old tracks were torn up and paved over; the

trolley is making a comeback. In St. Louis, work is slated to begin
soon on the Delmar Loop Trolley. The 2.2 mile line will serve rhe
Delmar Loop, Forest Park, Washington University and University
City. Joe Edwards, the owner of the Blueberry Hill nightspot and
the Pageanr Theatre, is the driving force behind the line. He origi-
nally hoped to use vintage trolleys, bur the old cars would nor meet
requirements for serving the disabled.

The Museum of Transporration, just off Original Route 66 west
of St. Louis, has over two dozen trolleys. The facility on Barrett
Sration Road is one of the best kept secrets in the Route 66 cor-
ridor. The collection includes 70 locomotives and dozens of rare
automobiles. The kids will love it.

In Webb City, the Southwest Missouri Electric Railroad Asso-
ciation maintains a restored trolley in King Jack Park. Old Number
60 opera res during special events. The tracks run along our Mother
Road, so the familiar "clang, clang clang" will continue to be heard
on Route 66.
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KIDS ON 66
BY JANE DIPPEL WITH JOE SONDERMAN

JANE DIPPEL IS ONE OF THE MOST BELOVED MEMBERS OF THE ROUTE 66 ASSOCIATION OF
MISSOURI. SHE HAS DONE A TREMENDOUS SERVICE BYTAKING YOUNG PEOPLE ON THE
ROAD, PARTICULARLY HER GRANDSON, MAX. LAST YEAR, SHE BROUGHT A GROUP OF KIDS
ALONG TO EXPERIENCE ROUTE 661N ILLINOIS. SHE MADE A TRIP WESTTHIS PAST SUMMER.
THIS TIME, JANE HAD A GROUP OF 12 PEOPLE, INCLUDING FIVE KIDS. SHE MUST BE A SAINT.
WE'VE TRAVELED ROUTE 66 THROUGH JANE'S EYESAND WORDS BEFORE, BUT IT IS
ESPECIALLY IMPORTANTTO SEE 66 THROUGH A CHILD'S EYES.WITHOUT BREAKING OUT
INTO A HACKNEYED WHITNEY HOUSTON SONG, WE CAN SAY THAT THE CHILDREN ARE
THE FUTURE OF OUR BELOVED HIGHWAY.
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Before even meeting up with her entourage, Jane had made a
marathon four-day trip from St. Louis to Flagstaff, Arizona. She
especially enjoyed a stop at the Art Rock Ranch, a hidden treasure
at Joseph City, Arizona. The ranch was once part of the infamous
Hashknife spread, and Rock Art Canyon offers beautiful views and
impressive Anasazi petroglyphs. She met up with the rest of the
group in Flagstaff. They stopped off at Twin Arrows and wandered
around Two Guns and the Canyon Diablo Bridge. The kids and
parents stood on the corner in Winslow, Arizona, and hopped on
the Jackrabbit at the Jack Rabbit Trading Post in Joseph City. Of
course, the kids wanted to stay in a Wigwam at Holbrook, but they
settled for pictures. They were lucky enough to bunk at the EI Ran-
cho Hotel in Gallup, the home of the movie stars. The run to Albu-
querque was filled with photo stops and a visit to the "Sky City," the
Acoma Pueblo high atop a mesa. The kids especially enjoyed a dip
at the famous Blue Hole in Santa Rosa the following day and saw a
house where Billy the Kid is said to have once shot up the porch.

There was plenty of fun in Tucumcari, including a visit to Tepee
Curios, and then a drive on the dirt and gravel road to the ghost
town of Glenrio. The kids had a great time spray painting the cars
at the Cadillac Ranch and watching some folks try to tackle that 72
ounce steak at the Big Texan in Amarillo, Texas. Then it was time
to put the kids and the rest of the group on an airplane as Jane pre-
pared to drive back to St. Louis. She found it very quiet in the car,
and almost missed the noise of the past few days.

The trip was over, but Jane had the foresight to ask the kids to
put their thoughts down on paper or electronically. Writing is fast
becoming a lost art among the young people, but these kids were
glad to fill us in on their trip. In their own words, here are the reac-
tions of I3-year-old Emily Smith, Claire Disch and Max Dippel,
along with I5-year-old Grayson Gratop.

EMILY SMITH
"The first day on Route 66, we went to the Meteor Crater Obser-
vatory ruins. It was very fun. All our group went and we took lots
of pictures in the ruins. We thought it was really cool because the
ruins were still there after all those years. When we were there, after
taking pictures, it started raining. Actually pouring! All of us started
screaming because we were getting soaked and being blown away
from the roaring wind. All the kids jumped in the car and waited
for the parents to get in. After everyone got into the cars, we all
drove away from the beautiful scenery."

CLAIRE DISCH
Sky City is truly a remarkable place. The views are amazing since the
community is built on top of a mesa. The people that live there are
called the Acoma people.

The Acoma people live a very simple life. They live with no run-
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ning water or electricity. For a living, a lot of the Acoma people sell
jewelry and pottery. It is very gorgeous.

The Acoma people are very kind and creative people. This was an
incredible day trip.

MAX DIPPEL
We pulled up to the Big Texan and went to check in and Becky a
manager at the Big Texan welcomed us with a surprise. Almost im-
mediately some of us got in the Texas shaped pool! After awhile we
got out and went to dinner. It was fantastic like always. There were
lots of people doing the 72 oz. steak challenge. This time, no one
won. After dinner we went to bed. In the morning we ate the buffet
breakfast, which was great. After that it was time to By back to
St. Louis. I had an enjoyable time at the Big Texan.

ANDREA GRATOP
The La Posada was one of the coolest places I've ever been too.
I wanted to stay there for days. The paintings that they had around
the hotel were very cool. They were weird in a cool way. I liked how
they put a spin on regular life.

The room that we spend the most time in was the ballroom.
All the kids played board games for hours in there. We played
Chess, Checkers, Monopoly and Clue. This was the only hotel with-
out a pool, but it didn't need one! It was so much more fun playing
board games! The ballroom was very big. The first thing you saw was
a marvelous fireplace in the very back of the room. The other thing
you saw was these big beautiful rugs. They were mostly red with a
pretty pattern in the middle. This was by far my favorite hotel.

GRAYSON GRATOP
Out of all the things we did on the trip, I believe that the Blue
Hole in Santa Rosa was the best thing we got to see. This strange
anomaly is an 80 foot wide circular pool of unbelievably clean, blue
water. It seems so out of place in the middle of such a hot and dry
area as New Mexico, but what is even more staggering is the fact
that the whole thing stays at around 64 degrees Fahrenheit all the
time. That's crazy cold. Imagine just throwing the water from some
melted ice cubes on your face. Now imagine that allover your body.
That's how insanely cold this water is. It's certainly a mind-boggling
place.

Putting my foot in the water did not make me really convinced
to go, but after watching my sister and friends do it, I thought I
should try it out. I asked a person nearby to tell me how cold on
a scale of one to ten, was the water, and he said ten. He honestly
couldn't have been any more right; the water had the kind of chill
that would lower your body temperature by degrees instantly on
contact with it. That still doesn't at all mean that it wasn't fun,
though.
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ROUTE 661N ST. LOUIS OFFERS A CROSS SECTION OF AMERICA. IMMIGRANTS FROM
GERMANY, IRELAN D, AFRICA, SERBIA, BOSN IA AN D OTH ER NATIONS BU ILT TH ESE
NEIGHBORHOODS. THOSE PASSING THROUGH ON THE WAY WEST WERE SEARCHING
FOR THE AMERICAN DREAM, LIKE MANY WHO TRAVELLED THE MOTHER ROAD.
THOSE THAT STAYED HELPED MAKE ST. LOUIS ONE OF THE WORLD'S GREAT CITIES.

Some neighborhoods have changed greatly over time. But much
of the architecture and character remains. The spirit of the residents
keeps St. Louis vibrant. This melting pot is plainly evident in the
Old North St. Louis neighborhood. Like Route 66, Old North St.
Louis has had its ups and downs but has achieved a renaissance.

Old North St. Louis is bounded by Branch Ave. on the North,
North Florissant Ave. on the West, Cass Ave. on the South and
Broadway on the east. "Optional Route 66" (1929-1937) passed
through the neighborhood and City 66 bordered it on North
Florissant. At one time or another Optional 66 followed portions
of Blair, Hebert, Palm or Sullivan Avenues to 13th Street. Both
routes then curved onto 12th Street (now Tucker) into downtown
St. Louis.

Long before the Europeans came, this area was home to Native
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American mound builders, which helped give St. Louis the nick-
name "Mound City." The area was farmland when William Christy,
William Chambers and Thomas Wright arrived in 1816. They
believed the city of St. Louis could stand some competition.

In From Village to Neighborhood: A History of Old North St.
Louis, Miranda Rechenwald and Andrew Hurley wrote these
aristocratic investors planned an independent town that might one
day surpass its neighbor to the south in population and business. A
grid was created with three large circular drives along 11rh Street,
reportedly inspired by the Indian mounds. One circle was dedi-
cated to education, one to recreation and another for a church and
cemetery. Jackson Place is the only one remaining. Still retaining
its circular shape and original recreational function, it is the second
oldest park in the city



North Sr. Louis never surpassed its rival to the south. It was
incorporated into the City of Sr. Louis on February 15, 1841 and
quickly became a great melting pot. The Germans came in the
1860s and settled along Biddle St. and around Carr Square. The
Irish were alongside. Some began their life in Sr. Louis at the Mul-
lanphy Emigrant Home. The home was established in 1867 by
the heirs of Brian Mullanphy to provide assistance and temporary
shelter to Irish settlers. Mullanphy was an Irish emigrant who rose
to become mayor of Sr. Louis and a great philanthropist. Many Irish
eventually settled just to the west, in an area that became a notori-
ous slum, known as "Kerry Patch." Eastern European Poles and Jews
were also arriving at that time. At the turn of the 20th Century,
Russians and immigrants from the Balkan countries came. World
War II brought restrictions on immigration. The new residents came
from the rural South, seeking work at the new sheet metal factories
such as the Tyler Metal Products Company and the Aro Sheet Metal
Company.

According to Rechtenwald and Hurley, "Shops and factories
stood alongside homes and churches. It provided the basis for self
sufficiency. All the needs of the community could be met within
the neighborhood as people could easily walk to stores, workplaces
and houses of worship." The neighborhood profited from the timber
industry, as woodworking plants were opened along the Mississippi
River. These plants provided raw materials for wood refinishing
plants, furniture plants and barrel plants in North St. Louis. Other
industries, such as the Steiffel Brewery and the Maull's Pasta Com-
pany created jobs along with the North St. Louis Bottling Com-
pany, makers of Garger's Root Beer.

One person who can attest to the self sufficiency is Eldon Artea-
ga. Arteaga Photos is a family business started by Robert Arteaga in
1946. In 1955, the business moved to the corner of Adelaide and N.
Florissant in Old North Sr. Louis, where Robert and his son Eldon
continued chronicling the history of St. Louis and its people. Their
biggest achievement was the visual documentation of the construc-
tion of the Gateway Arch.

Eldon Arteaga grew up here and attended DeAndres Catholic
School. He recalls "a place where you knew everyone; a place where
you knew who lived where; a place where every street corner was
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a gathering place either as a grocery store, a delilrestaurant, or a
bar." Orteaga says residents walked or took the streetcar. It added to
the sense of community, because people were not isolated in their
vehicles.

Arteaga is a walking history book. He explained the round shape
of the former Stouffer's Hotel downtown, the odd shape of the Pet
Milk Company Building, and the pig-trough shape of the Ralston
Purina corporate offices. Eldon's work enabled him to meet the
famous, from the Rat Pack to Jimmy Hoffa. He has a story behind
each of his photos, with more information than could be found in
any book.

Mom and Pop street corner groceries, bars and restaurants flour-
ished in Old North Sr. Louis. Long before the currently developing
Crown Square, a "Great White Way" was created on 14th Sr. two
blocks east of Route 66. Ornamental lights decorated the stores.
Old North Sr. Louis boasted a Woolworths, Kroger and A&P
grocery stores and a Newberry's. Sobel's Department Store survived
into the 70s. Most of these businesses are gone. But two remain
strong to this day:

CROWN CANDY KITCHEN
Crown Candy is a sweet tooth institution at l-ith Sr. and St. Louis
Ave. two blocks off of Route 66. In the wonderful Sweetness Pre-
served; The Story of the Crown Candy Kitchen, John L. Oldani wrote
that this landmark was originally a dry goods store purchased by
Macedonian immigrant Harry Karandzieff in 1913. Harry came up
with the name when he found an old sign in the window simply in-
scribed with the word "CROWN." The Crown Candy Kitchen was
born when Harry enlisted carpenter Pete Jugaloff as a partner, and
Jugaloff created the soda fountain and seating. Most of the Karan-
dzieff family lived upstairs. The business was passed from Harry, to
his son George, and then to George's sons, Andy, Tommy and Mike.
They run the place to this day, serving up an awesome combina-
tion of milk shakes, malts, BLT's with 12 slices of bacon, and their
famous candy. Ted Drewes Frozen Custard may be better known
as a 66 sweet tooth stop, but Crown Candy Kitchen is its equal,
and provides a nice meal! For more information visit their website:
crowncandykitchen.ner.
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MARX HARDWARE
According to the Old North Neighborhood Partnership, "Marx
Hardware is the oldest existing retail business in Old North St.
Louis. Its history can be traced back to 1875 when Mary Glasgow,
trustee of the large Thomas Wright estate in North St. Louis, sold
a parcel of land to Mr. A. Hoffman at the northwest corner of
14th and Warren Streets so he could open a hardware store for the
rapidly growing community. Hoffman and his family operated
the store until 1891, when they moved one block south to Benton
Street, the current location of Marx Hardware and Paint Company.
Henry Marx, a former blacksmith who had worked at the hardware
store since 1887, purchased it from Hoffman in 1903."

The Marx family's contribution to neighborhood went well
beyond providing everyday items and specialized merchandise such
as lumber, door hinges, and gas lamps. Many of the ornamental
iron balconies in the neighborhood were wrought by German iron
workers such as Henry Marx's father, Frederick, who came from
Germany in 1904. Henry Marx invented a new type of water
pump, which was first demonstrated at the 1904 World's Fair and
is still on display at the Missouri Historical Society. In the fol-
lowing decade, the store was instrumental in lighting the 14th St.
shopping district and creating the "Great White Way." During
the 1970s, Henry's son, Fred Marx, fought plans to convert l-ith
St. into a pedestrian mall. He feared that banning vehicles would
inconvenience his customers. Marx ultimately prevailed, as the
planners would terminate the ill-fated mall at Warren St. just to the
north of his store. Max Hardware and Painting Company is still
owned by the family.

Stephen Marx is the epitome of the old school mom and pop
business owner. He even discusses the hard times with a smile. Mr.
Marx helps customers solve their problems with old fashioned per-
sonal service. After I made a purchase he handed back a fifty-cent
piece in change. That's not something seen every day. It seemed as
if he was passing on a piece of the wisdom he'd accumulated over
the years. Marx Hardware is to hardware what Crown Candy is to
milkshakes.

The population of St. Louis has declined sharply, from 856,000
in 1950 to about 348,000 today, and Old North St. Louis fol-
lowed the trend. The streetcar system connecting with the rest of
the metropolitan area was shut down. The mom and pop busi-
nesses disappeared. Interstate 70 slashed through the area and cut
the neighborhood off from the remaining industrial base along the
Mississippi River.

There were many unsuccessful attempts at revitalization. In
1977, there was an effort utilizing funding from the Model Cities
Program to create a pedestrian mall. The 14th St. Mall was touted
as the first outdoor mall in the city. It included a]C Penney store
but proved to be short lived. Within ten years, the mall resembled a
ghost town or abandoned movie set.

Many people gave up on Old North St. Louis. A parallel could
be made to the abandonment of Route 66 towns after the decer-
tification of the highway. However, a parallel can also be made
between the revival of the neighborhood and of Route 66.

The latter parallel was created by the citizens and by those who
formed the Old North St. Louis Restoration Group. The group
was founded in 1981 by neighbors who teamed up to renovate area
homes. As set forth on their website, www.onsl.org, their goal is to
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"Restore and develop the physical and social dimensions of the com-
munity in a manner that respects its historical, cultural and urban
character."

Thanks to state and federal grants and a lot of old fashioned
sweat equity, the group has spearheaded cleanup drives, planted
gardens, rehabilitated buildings for sale or rent and worked to
bring new home construction. KDHX Radio reported "While
some neighborhoods in St. Louis were redeveloped as lofts that cost
far more than the average homeowner or tenant could afford, the
Old North St. Louis Restoration Group took a more community
minded approach, helping to build and restore housing units and
offering affordable rents for work-
ing class families."

In 2006, the Restoration
Group took on the 14th St. Mall.
Four years and $35 million later,
they had created 34,000 feet of
retail space near Crown Candy
Kitchen known as Crown Square.
The group received an award from
the National Trust for Historic
Preservation for the restoration.
Suzanne Meeks, the President of
the Trust, hailed the efforrs. "In
Old orth St. Louis, there's a new
spirit of achievement and opti-
mism. The rehabilitation of this
vibrant, diverse neighborhood is
creating jobs, spurring additional
revitalization and demonstrating
there's no building more green or
sustainable than a historic building
given new life."

Antiques, art galleries and
other businesses have moved into
Crown Centre. Other preservation
efforts include the stabilization of
the crumbling Mullanphy Emi-
grant Home for future develop-
ment. To show off their efforts, the
Old orth St. Louis Restoration
Group holds an annual house tour
and festival in May. In addition,
several gardens have been planted
throughout the neighborhood.
There is a garden at the corner of
Herbert and Blair, where Route 66
turns onto Hebert heading east to 13th St. A museum showcases the
area at the Old orth St. Louis Restoration Group's offices, 2700

. 14th St.
I visited Old orth St. Louis last fall, during the final farm-

ers market of the season. I walked down 14th Sr., took a hayride
around the neighborhood and sampled the produce at the market.
Much of the produce was grown in community gardens.

I spoke with several Old North St. Louis residents, including
Veronica Holden, who runs the 13th St. Community Garden. She
was selling everything from collard greens to squash, and spoke with
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pride at all that had been accomplished. In an interview with the St.
Louis Beacon, she said that she worries that many refuse to recognize
that neighborhoods like Old orth St. Louis are recovering.

Sarah Kate Buckles, the manager of the Old orth Grocery
Co-Op, was also at the market. She described the co-op in an old
horseradish factory as a place designed to meet the needs of the
neighborhood. Sarah said people need health foods, but also need
detergent and toothpaste. Members of the Co-Op get discounts and
first crack at new produce arrivals. The Co-Op is located on former
Optional Route 66 at 2718 13th Street. For more information visit
their website at oldnorthgrocery.com.

ROW HOUSES ON NORTH MARKET. PHOTO KIP WELBORN

Sean Thomas, the Execu-
tive Director of the Old North
St. Louis Preservation Group, is
confident the neighborhood is
moving in the right direction.
In the St Louis Beacon, he points
out that the Restoration Group
has developed a "Comprehensive
approach to community devel-
opment" which includes single
and multi-family housing, and a
blend of owners and renters. The
group has worked to revitalize the
area "In a manner that respects
the community's historic, cultural
and urban character." The neigh-
borhood's location doesn't hurt
either, with the Gateway Arch
providing a nice backdrop for the
Crown Center.

When asked he would
encourage Route 66 travelers to
stop, Sean was quick to point
out how that the neighborhood
is on the National Register of
Historic Places and is growing
faster than any other St. Louis
neighborhood. According to the
Beacon, there were 48 percent
fewer vacant properties in 2010
than in 2000. The redevelopment
has defined the attitude of the
Old North St. Louis Preservation
Group, "If you build it they will
come. It has come from nothing
to something, and it is only going

to get better."
That attitude is strikingly similar to the renaissance of Route

66. Route 66 has places where everyone stops, and places people
pass through quickly or avoid. Every roadie knows that many places
people avoid could hold something special. Old orth St. Louis is
such a place. So next time you pass through the City of St. Louis,
take a minute to drive a few blocks down St. Louis Avenue, have a
shake at Crown Candy, take in the wisdom of Steve Marx at Marx
Hardware. Take in a neighborhood where hardworking people are
reviving the neighborhood, much like along Route 66.
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HERO OFTHE PUMP
AMONG THE HEAVY TRAFFIC ON WHAT WE LOVINGLY REFER TO AS "ORIGINAL 66" LIES A
SMALL, LONELY GAS STATION. THIS LITTLE GEM IS NESTLED IN TIGHTLY BETWEEN URBAN
SPRAWL AND MODERN DAY CONGESTION ON MANCHESTER ROAD IN KIRKWOOD, MIS-
SOURI. TROG'S STATION IS OWNED AND OPERATED BY DICK TROG, WHO HAS BEEN JOCKEY-
ING PUMPS IN THIS AREA SINCE HE WAS ELEVEN YEARS OLD.

To be more precise, Dick started in 1951 working for his father,
George Trog. George Trog operated several stations within a few
blocks of this location. Most knowledgeable roadies are aware that
Manchester lost the Route 66 designation in 1932. But it continued
to carry the US 50 designation for many more years, so the busi-
nesses along Manchester still saw plenty of interstate and regional
traffic.

Dick Trog operates an old school style full service gas station. His
approach is strikingly reminiscent of how service stations operated
in the 1950s. There is a major distinction berween Trog's and the
modern convenience store. Trog still pumps the gasoline for the
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customer. As vehicles pull up to the pump island, the once familiar
but now rare "01 G-DI G" rings out from the driveway bell.
Dick greets each customer warmly, with "Good Afternoon. How
may I help you?" He receives the good old reply, "Fill 'er up!" His
attire is neat and tidy, his shirt tucked in and pressed, as white as
snow. "Dick," spelled out on his name tag completes the uniform.
Although his facilities are somewhat dated they are extremely clean
and in good order. In addition to full service at the pump, he will
also check the oil and the tires. The station is also equipped to do
minor repairs, state inspections, and oil changes.

Dick Trog owns the property where the station is located and
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his father owned two other stations nearby. The first was a Texaco
located on the west side of Route 66 (Lindbergh) and Manchester,
where Lou Fusz Pre-Owned is currently located. He was only here
briefly, from 1950 to 1951. A more modern, larger intersection in
the works forced his father to abandon the Texaco and move his
business to the second location; a Mobil on the southwest corner
of Dickson and Manchester. The site is now a parking lot for a
neighboring business. This is where Dick first started filling tanks
at the age of eleven. He recalls pumping lots of fuel into over the
toad trucks and how the readout dials on the old pumps would only
tabulate a limited amount. The counter would roll over back to zero
before the tank was full, so Dick would write on his hand to keep an
accurate tally of fuel dispensed. He also remarked about how the old
pumps didn't have automatic handles. Dick kept a rock handy to
wedge into the handle and then watch closely to make sure he didn't
make a mess. In 1963, his father moved the operation a final time to
the present location at 10456 Manchester Road.

They leased the current station and Dick purchased it in 1984
after the property owner died. The original station, complete with
one service bay, was constructed in 1937. Sometime in the 1950s,
the second service bay was added to the building. Phillips 66 leased
this site as a 24 hour training center in the 1950s up until the time
the Trogs took over. Prim and proper attendants swarmed around
cars at the pump, checking oil, cleaning windshields, and sweeping
floors. They were eager to offer any service the traveler's automobile
required. "It was like watching a bunch of bees," Dick recalled.
According to Dick, the dinging of the bell at all hours would attract
some of the neighbors to come down and get involved in the late
night action in the garage.

In 1998, Dick was forced to remove the Phillips 66 signs from
his establishment. Petroleum companies over the decades became
less interested in supporting independent dealers. They are more
concerned about operating franchised convenience stores. This has
dealt a heavy blow to small gas stations along Route 66 and other

Blue Line Highways. As consumers opt for the convenience of bank
or credit cards, business slowly dies off for the independent dealer.
Dick says he is not bitter about losing the Phillips name and he
keeps chugging along against the odds. I asked him if he would be
open to getting a classic Phillips sign installed on the remaining pole
out in front of his property. He seemed enthusiastic at first, but then
stated that he thought the City of Kirkwood probably would not
allow it because of current ordinances.

Even though the Phillips signs are absent from this small scene
of yesterday, there is still plenty of nostalgia around Trog's Station.
A refrigerated cooler Dick's father purchased in 1954 is still in use.
Plenty of trinkets and photos from yesteryear grace the walls of the
counter area and service bays. Old hubcaps and parts displays add
to the tableau. But this isn't a museum. Trog's is an operating full
service gas station. As the vehicles pull up to the pump island, mo-
torists hear a sound from days gone by as the old pump whirls and
churns, dispensing fuel. This is an authentic old style gas station,
probably one of the oldest in operation today on all of Route 66.
The opportunity to experience service at an old authentic gas pump
is available here.

Dick still runs the station during normal business hours of
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. during the week and on Saturday 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.,
but can no longer take on larger tasks like he did in his youth. At
the moment, he is recuperating from back surgery, but is still man-
ning that pump island. Route 66 travelers should make it a point to
pay him a visit. We are all familiar with the gas station legends along
Route 66, such as Lucille Hammons, Bill Shea, and Russell Soulsby.
We get to read about them and visit the exterior carcasses of their
once thriving operations. At Trog's, roadies can still have their car
filled up by someone who served the traveling public during the
heyday of Route 66 and Phillips 66. It's an opportunity that is
becoming extinct along our Mother Road. I for one can appreciate
and pay homage to Dick Trog, and his 60 year legacy of service.
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TO OUR NEW
ASSOCIATION MEMBERS!
PLEASEJOIN US IN WELCOMING THE FOLLOWING 32 NEW MEMBERS TO THE
ROUTE 66 ASSOCIATION OF MISSOURI. THESE NEW MEMBERSHIPS WERE
RECEIVED DURING THE PERIOD OF AUGUST 20,2011 THROUGH NOVEMBER 19,2011.

Your support of the Association is highly valued and we look forward to your involvement in Association committees and
projects as well as the enjoyment of Association activities. Our membership base continues to grow with over 750 proud members,
and we thank each and everyone of you for your partnership with us.

Welcome aboard and we hope to seeyou along Route 66 in Missouri during 20121

• Boots Court Motel- Carthage, MO
• Barbara Bradshaw - Rolla, MO
• Chestnut Plaza - Strafford, MO
• Margo Clonts - St. James, MO
• Deanna Christine's Antique
& Resale Gallery - Pacific, MO

• Dave Debusman - Ozawkie, KS
• Wilmer & Josie Edling - Hermann, MO
• Firestone Complete Auto Care
(6211 Chippewa St. location) - St. Louis, MO

• Gary & Susan Folan - Marine Ciry, MI
• Robert & Rhonda Friedman - Dittmer, MO
• John Hacker - Carl Junction, MO
• Gene & Kathie Hanneke - Ellisville, MO
• Mark & Joyce Hartzell- Cuba, MO
• John & Cheryl Heilig - Waterloo, IL
• Dean Kennedy - Mooresville, IN

• Kitchen Pass Restaurant and Bar, Inc. - Joplin, MO
• Jamie Klopmeyer - Dupo, IL
• Luna Cafe - Mitchell, IL
• Mac McDonald - Anaheim, CA
• Paul E. Mitchem - Springfield, MO
• Noel & Rita Moss - St. Louis, MO
• Mike & Barbara Murray - St. Louis, MO
• Paramount Jewelers, Inc. - Maplewood, MO
• Kimberly Powell- St. Louis, MO
• Sand Spring Resort & Restaurant - Lebanon, MO
• Bob Schulte - Florissant, MO
• Mark Spangler - Phillipsburg, MO
• Ron Stellhorn - Freeburg, IL
• Leonard Thomason - Collinsville, IL
• Elaina Treat - Strafford, MO
• Louis P. Vargo - Posen, IL
• Shelly D. Wise - Strafford, MO

•

This New Members Report was prepared by Robert Gehl, Director of Membership Services. If you were a new member during this time period and your
name does not appear here, please contact me at (636) 458-4585 or rgehI66@earthlink.net and you will be included in the next edition of this report.

~eanIUl/ ~SI

Antique & Resale Gallery

314 402·8097
142W. St. Louis St.
Pacific, MO 63069
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F,•.estone
COMPLETE AUTO CARE-

Randy McClure
General Manager

6211 Chippewa Street
SI. Louis. MO 63109
P: 314.352.1000
F: 314.352.0731



PLEASE VISIT AND SUPPORT OUR VALUED BUSINESS MEMBERS
List maintained by Robert Gehl. Director; Membership Services. Updaud at of Nouembrr 19. 20/1.

MISSOURI
BOIS D'ARC, MO
HOOD'S PROPANE CO., INC.

HOOD'S SERVICE CENTER, INC.
24 Hour Service Since 1963 - Truck Stop

BOURBON,MO
BREMER HARDWARE & LUMBER
Helping Build Bourbon - On Main Street Since 1915!

CIRCLE INN MALTSHOP
Family Owned - On Route 66 since '56

CITY OF BOURBON
See Our Historic "BOURBON" Water Tower
from Route 66!

BRENTWOOD, MO
CARL'S DRIVE IN
"16 Seats in Heaven"

CITY OF BRENTWOOD
City of Warmth - www.brentwoodmo.org

CARTERVILLE, MO
BULGER MOTOR CO.
"On Route 66 Since 1946"

CITY OF CARTERVI LLE
Since 1876 - www.cartervillemo.com

SUPERTAM ON 66
An Ice Cream Parlor with the Greatest
Double-Dipper: Superman on 66!

CARTHAGE, MO
66 DRIVE-IN THEATRE
Open FrilSatlSun April thru Sept 417-359-5959

BEST BUDGET INN
On the lake ...at Hwy 96 & Old Route 66
(417) 358-6911

BIG RED BARN RV PARK
No Planes, Trains, or Freeway Noise Allowed!
1(888) 244-2276

BOOTS COURT MOTEL
Back on the Road Again - Drop By and See Us!

CARTHAGE CONVENTION
& VISITORS BUREAU
Angels, Antiques, Art & More!

HISTORIC PHELPS HOUSE - CARTHAGE
HISTORIC PRESERVATION, INC.
Open for Tours Wednesdays April thru
November & Event Rentals

POWERS MUSEUM
www.powersmuseum.com - 10% off in Shop

STONE'S THROW DINNER THEATRE
Best Dinner Theatre on Route 66
(417) 358-9665

WHITE ROSE WINERY, RESTAURANT,
BED & BREAKFAST
"Fine Wine, Elegant Dining, Unforgettable
Bed & Breakfast" - www.whiterosebed-breakfast.com

COLUMBIA, MO
STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MISSOURI
www.system.missouri.edu/shs

CRESTWOOD, MO
SANT AUTOMOTIVE, LLC
Check Out Our Racks on Route 66!

WALNUT PARK AUTO BODY
& RESTORATION
"Family Owned & Operated Since 1943"
(314) 965-2953

CUBA,MO
BOB'S GASOLINE ALLEY
Gasoline & Route 66 Memorabilia

CITYOF CUBA
Route 66 Mural City

CRAWFORD COUNTY FAIR INC.
...0 family tradition. - www.crawfordcountyfair.info

CRAWFORD COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
3 Stories of History - Wed & Sat 10 A.M.-2 P.M.,
Sun Noon-4 P.M.

CUBA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
VISITOR CENTER
www.cubamochamber.com

CUBA FREE PRESS
"Defending Your Liberties Since 1960"

EAST OFFICE BAR & GRILL
Great Food in a Comfortable Family Atmosphere

GORDOS MAIN STREET CAFE
Food - Pies - Beer, Open 7 Days 6 A.M.-II P.M.
(573) 885-0063

HAYES SHOE STORE
Old Fashioned Service - Today's Styles
(573) 885-7312

HUDDLE HOUSE #541
Any Meal, Anytime! Open 2417
(573) 885-0043

JAVA.NET BOOKS AND GIFTS
Only Real Espresso Made by Baristas in Town

JIM MONTGOMERY'S BODY & PAINT
Full Service Body Shop & Painting - Flatbed Wrecker
Service - (573) 885-4204

MACE SUPERMARKET
"Come Shop With Us"

MCGINNIS WOOD PRODUCTS, INC.
Specializing in Wine Barrels

MIDWEST PETROLEUM TRAVEL PLAZA
Stop & See Our Route 66 "Classic Road Show"
50' Long Mural Inside!

MISSOURI HICK BAR B Q
Enjoy Rustic Dining and Great Food!

MIZELL FUNERAL HOME
"Honored To Serve Since 1905"

MULLALLY DISTRIBUTING CO., INC.
"Budweiser - King of Beers"

PEOPLE'S BANK
Your One-Stop Financial Center
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RAY HARVEY ART
Muralist for Cuba Route 66 - rayharveyart.com

ROBERTS-JUDSON LUMBER
Established in 1914

ROCK FAIR RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
3 Blocks South of Route 66 on Highway 19

ROUTE 66 FUDGE SHOP
& SPECIALIZED CHOCOLATES
Where The Sweets Hit The Streets on Route 66

ROUTE 66 RESTORATIONS
Classic Car Restoration - (573) 885-0032

THE JESUS CHRIST FOUNDATION
Promoting Jesus - King of the Road

THE ROSE
Karaoke - 2 Pool Tables - Darts

THREE MILE CREEK
Rustic Decor and Log Furniture (573) 885-9663

VIVA CUBA MURAL PROJECT
cubamomurals.com 1 Murals Beautifying Cuba
Since 1984

WAGON WH EEL MOTEL I CON N IE'S
SHOPPE AT WAGON WHEEL
www.wagonwheeI66cuba.com - (573) 885-3411

WALLACE HOUSE
Catering & Banquet Facilities Available

WOODWARD LAW FIRM, L.L.C.
Personal Attention to Your Needs - (573) 885-6474

DEVILS ELBOW, MO
BECHT PROPERTIES, INC.

ELBOW INN BAR & BBQ

PINEY BEACH CABINS
Rt. 66 Cottage Court - www.pineybeachcabins.com

SHELDEN'S MARKET
StorelPost Office on Big Piney River

US MISSOURI ROUTE 66 CANOE RENTAL
"Keep Cool with Route 66 Canoe Rental"
(573) 336-2730

DOOLITTLE, MO
COOKIN' FROM SCRATCH I PHILLIPS 66
Award Winning "Pan Fried Chicken" (573) 762-3111

ELLISVILLE,MO
GENGHIS GRILL
The Mongolian Stir Fry - Feast Like a Beast!

SCHAEFER AUTOBODY CENTERS
Auto Collison Repair, Refinishing, and Detailing

EUREKA,MO
CHEROKEE CHIEF TRADING POST
Antiques, Collectibles, & Mannequins

KOA ST. LOUIS WEST I HISTORIC ROUTE 66
On Rt 66 - President's Award Winner 200812009

LONG FORD
Across from Six Flags-www.long-ford.com
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PHIL'S BAR B. Q.
Ribs Are Phil's Specialty For Over 50 Years

ROUTE 66 STATE PARK & VISITOR CENTER
On Historic Hi9hway - Route 66 Museum I Gift Shop

SUPER SMOKERS BBQ
Za9at Rated "BBQ Best Bet" - World Champions

TY'S LIQUOR
In downtown Eureka at 115S. Central
(636) 587-2331

FANNING,MO
FANNING 66 OUTPOST GENERAL STORE
Home of the Route 66 Rocker - World's Largest

FLORISSANT, MO
CITY OF FLORISSANT
www.florissantmo.com - (314) 921-5700

FLORISSANT OLD TOWN PARTNERS, INC
www.florissantoldtolVn.com - (314) 837-0033

FLORISSANT VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
www·florissantoldtown.com/tailledenoyer.shtm/
(314) 524-1100

HISTORIC FLORISSANT, INC.
www.historicflorissant.com - (314) 921-7055

HUTCHENS MORTUARY
& CREMATION CENTER

THE CHAPPEL HOUSE
Art Gallery www.thechappelhouse.com
(314) 838-0100

WHITE AUTO BODY, INC.
Servin9 Our Customers Since 1986 - (314) 839-1114

YACOVELLI'S RESTAURANT
Since 1919 - www.yacovellis.com - (314) 839-1000

GAY PARITA, MO
GAY PARITA SINCLAIR
Travelin' Main Street USA - The Dream of My Life -
An Adventure Throu9h Time & History

GRAVOIS MILLS, MO
WATER'S EDGE MOTEL & BOAT RENTAL
A Short Side Trip - Road Warriors Discounts
(573) 372-2201

HALLTOWN, MO
LAURAJEAN DERRICK - ARCHITECT PC

WHITEHALL MERCANTILE
Collectibles, Antiques, Primitives, Usables

HAZELGREEN, MO
GASCOZARK TRADING POST
& FLEA MARKET
Visit Us At www.9ascozarkfleamarket.com

GRUMPY'S OUTBACK
Grocery - Deli - General Store.
See Grumpy in our Outhouse!
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HAZELWOOD, MO
CITY OF HAZELWOOD, MO
"Much More Than You Ima9ine"
www.Hazelwoodmo.or9

GATEWAY UNIFORM &APPAREL
"Your image is our business" (314) 607-9082

JOPLlN,MO
CANDY HOUSE CHOCOLATE FACTORY
Watch our Candy Makers - Dwtn at 510 S. Kentucky

COU NTRY CABOOSE
Railroad Museum - www.countrycaboose.com

CYCLE CONNECTION
HARLEY-DAVIDSON 1BUELL
www.cycleconnectionh-d.com

GRANNY SHAFFER'S FAMILY RESTAURANT
"Tastes Homemade Cause It Is!" 2728 N. Rangeline

GRANNY SHAFFER'S ON THE PLAZA
"Tastes Homemade Cause It Is!" 7th & Illinois

HOLIDAY INN JOPLIN HOTEL
& CONVENTION CENTER
Joplin's only Full-Service Hotel (417) 782-1000

JOPLIN CONVENTION
AND VISITORS BUREAU
visitjoplinmo.com

JOPLIN MUSEUM COMPLEX
A Missouri Ultimate 100 Destination

JOPLIN PETRO TRUCK STOP
The Perfect Spot to Refuel, Refresh and Relax

JOPLIN SPECIAL ROAD DISTRICT
jsrd(a)cableone.net

JOPLI N TRANSMISSION & AUTO CENTER
"Get Your Auto Fixed on Route 66" (417) 626-7300

KITCHEN PASS RESTAURANT AND BAR
Celebratin9 25 Years! Food-Spirits-
Live Entertainment - (417) 624-9095

MURPHYSBURG RESIDENTIAL
HISTORIC DISTRICT
A Place of Presti9ious & Ele9ant Addresses

NEWSITALK FM 102.91 AM 1310 KZRG
Listen to Route 66 Radio Show -
Saturdays 8 P.M.-Midni9ht

RESIDENCE INN BY MARRIOTT JOPLIN
All Suites with all the Comforts
www.marriott.comljlnri

ROUTE 66 CAROUSEL PARK
More Than You Can Ima9ine!
Go Karts, Mini-Golf, Rides

TRANSPORT DISTRIBUTION CO. CTDC)
Truckin' on 66 - www.9otdc.com

WILDER'S STEAKHOUSE
"Famous for Good Thin9s to Eat & Drink Since 1928"
(417) 623-7320

KINGDOM CITY, MO
NOSTALGIAVILLE, USA
"Your 50's & 60's Nostal9ia Superstore"

KIRKWOOD, MO
BEST WESTERN KIRKWOOD INN
Best Rest West of the Arch - 2 Blocks from Doc's

DOC'S HARLEY-DAVIDSON
Since 1955 - www.docsharleydavidson.com

LEASBURG,MO
BELMONT VINEYARDS
Great Wines for Fun Times! - (573) 885-7156

SKIPPY'S ROUTE 661NN
"Good Food for Good People"

LEBANON,MO
CHARLIE'S FARMS & GARDENS
...where 900dness 9rows for taste. May thru October.

CITY OF LEBANON
Friendly People. Friendly Place. www.lebanonmo.or9

CUSTOM LAWN CARE
Lawn Care - Prunin9 - Trimmin9 - (417) 588-3448

DECKER'S COWBOY EMPORIUM
& ARBUCKLE COFFEE CAFE
AT WRINK'S MARKET
Get Your Arbuckle Coffee & Fried Pies -
Western Art Gallery

DOWD'S CATFISH & BARBEQUE
Servin9 "Award Winnin9 Catfish and BBQ"
on Route 66

FOREST MANOR MOTEL
Historic Roadside Motel & RV Park - (417) 532-6114

•

HEARTLAND ANTIQUE MALL
"Somethin9 for Everyone!" 1-44
at Exit 1278 A.M.-8 P.M.

HISTORIC ROUTE 66 MOTEL
American Owned - Next to Dowd's
Catfish & Barbeque - (417) 532-3128

LINDSAY CHEVROLET 1 LINDSAY FORD
"Where The Trucks Are" on Route 66! (417) 532-3114

MUNGER MOSS MOTEL
Your Home Away From Home
www.mungermoss.com

NANCY BALLHAGEN'S PUZZLES
www.missouripuzzle.com

ROUTE 66 MUSEUM & RESEARCH CENTER
Let Us Display Your Route 66 Collection!

ROUTE 66 SODAS, LLC -
ROUTE 66 ROOT BEER
The Ones For The Road - www.route66sodas.com

SAND SPRING RESORT & RESTAURANT

SHEPHERD HILLS FACTORY OUTLETS
On Rt. 66 Since 1960 - www.shephills.com

STAR LITE LANES
Where The Fun Be9ins! Bowl on Historic Route 66!

VALUE TIRE CENTER
"Better Deals on Tires & Wheels"
www.creepinonchrome.com

WILLARD QUARRIES, INC.
"You Call We Haul" (417) 532-2728



MAPLEWOOD, MO
PARAMOUNT JEWELERS
"On the Mother Road Since 1946"
www.paramountjewelers.com

MARSHFIELD, MO
BLACKBERRY CREEK RETREAT I
BED & BREAKFAST
"Nature's Beauty with Country Charm"

MARSHFIELD AREA CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE & TOURIST INFO CTR
130th 4th of July Parade & 19th Annual Rodeo

MILLER,MO
KC OBSOLETE PARTS LLC

MOUNT VERNON, MO
VINTAGE CAR BROKER
"I Find 'em - You Bind 'em" - Call (417) 316-1906

OSAGE BEACH, MO
JAKE CULPEEPER'S CATTLE CO.
"The Steak Place at Lake of the Ozarks"

•

PACIFIC,MO
BEACON CAR WASH
New Home for Historical Neon Beacon Motel Sign

CITYOF PACIFIC
Est. 1859 - www.pacificmissouri.cam

CREATIONS UNLIMITED INDUSTRIES LLC
www.PacificFramer.com
(636) 257-4144 / (314) 393-7996

DEANNA CHRISTINE'S
ANTIQUE & RESALE GALLERY
2 Blocks S. of Route 66 at 142 W. St. Louis Street
(314) 402-8097

DON FLIER MOTORS
"Selling Dodge, Chrysler and Jeep Products on Route
66 for over 25 Years"

OSAGE DENTAL GROUP

PACIFIC ANTIQUE MALL
Antiques & Collectables - Vendor Space Available

PACI FIC AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
www.pacificchamber.com

RON SANSONE CONSTRUCTION, INC.
Brick, Concrete, & Stone Contractor
(636) 271-4844

ROUTE 66 REALTORS
www.route66realtors.com (636) 271-6660

THE MERAMEC VALLEY
CURRENT NEWS MAGAZINE
"Pacific's Hometown Community News Magazine"

PHILLIPSBURG, MO
HISTORIC ROUTE 66 ANTIQUE MALL
Antiques, Rt. 66 Memorabilia & More!
1-44 Exit 123

RICHLAND, MO
THE CAVE RESTAURANT AND RESORT
"Its Really In A Cave!" - (573) 765-4554

ROCK HILL, MO
CITY OF ROCK HILL
www.rockhillmo.com

LEACH BP SERVICE
Serving The Motoring Public Since 1949

ROLLA,MO
A MINER INDULGENCE BED & BREAKFAST
A Major Indulgence at a Miner Price on Route 66

CITY OF ROLLA

FALL CREEK ROCK SHOP
Rock Shop on Route 66 -
Minerals, Fossils, Jewelry, Lapidary

MUFFLER MART

PHELPS COUNTY BANK

ROLLA AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
"Rolla: The Middle of Everywhere"
www.rollachamber.org

ROUTE 66 MOTORS
Classic Cars and Used Cars - (573) 265-5200

THE MULE TOBACCO BARN
Let the Giant Sterling Hillbilly Wave You In!

THE MULE TRADING POST
Route 66 Items, Antiques, Collectibles,
Knives & Swords, Southwest Pottery - (573) 364-4711

TOTEM POLE TRADING POST, INC.
Antiques, Souvenirs, C-Store "Since 1933"

ROSATI,MO
ROSATI WINERY MUSEUM
"Making History on Route 66 Since 1934"

ST.CHARLES, MO
FAST LANE CLASSIC CARS
"We Sell Investments That Accelerate"

NEON TIME
Custom Neon & Vintage Sign Restoration
(636) 940-7070

ST.CLAIR, MO
LEWIS CAFE
"Home Cooked Meals For Over 65 Years"

ROUTE 66 CAR CLUB
Father's Day Car Show - Call (636) 629-5445

ROUTE 66 LUMBER CO. DBA
ST. CLAIR BUILDING CENTER
"Get Your Sticks At Route 66"
(636) 629-2644

ST.JAMES, MO
DIANA'S DINER
Home Style Cooking & Daily Specials
(573) 265-3424
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JOHNNIES BAR
Coldest Beer on Route 66

MURDON CONCRETE PRODUCTS
Look for our Dripping Faucet Neon Sign!

SPURGEON'S "66" SERVICE
"66" Station on Route 66 Since 1961

ST. JAMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Discover the Ozarks' Best!

ST. JAMES TOURIST
INFORMATION CENTER
"Forest City of the Ozarks" (573) 265-3899

VACUUM CLEANER MUSEUM
AND FACTORY OUTLET
www.vacuummuseum.com - 1(866) 444-9004

ST.LOUIS, MO
AAAAUTO CLUB OF MISSOURI
We're Always With You

BARNESGRIFFIN INC.
Route 66 N.P.S. Grant Recipient - 2006

CHUCK-A-BURGER
DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT
Cruisin' Capitol of the Midwest since 1957

CREVE COEUR PAVING
Our Reputation Rides On Our Service
www.CcpStl.com

DENT DEVIL of St. Louis
Pointless Dent Removal www.dentdevil.com
(636) 230-7900

DIRECTIONS SAINT LOUIS, LLC
St. Louis' Premier Tour Company -
offering Day Trips and Tours from St. Louis!

DONUT DRIVE-IN
Best Hand-cut Donuts in St. Louis on Route 66!

EAT-RITE DINER
Eat-Rite or Don't Eat At All

FIRESTONE COMPLETE AUTO CARE
On Route 66 at 6211Chippewa -
See Our Vintage "Bow-Tie" Neon Sign!

J. BENTZINGER AND ASSOCIATES, INC.

ST. LOUIS TRANSITIONS
Route 66 St. Louis Books & Unique Handmade Items
- route66stlouis.com

SOUTHWEST MARKET

TED DREWES
"It Really is Good, Guys ... and Gals!"

THE ELEGANT COOKIE, LLC
Gourmet Treats from America's Main Street

ST.ROBERT, MO
ALL STAR INN & STAR RESTAURANT
"Locally Owned & Operated -
Home Cooked Food on Old Route 66"

CITY OF ST. ROBERT

COMFORT INN
Unique Rustic Lodge - (573) 336-3553

FAIRFIELD INN
Making Business Comfortable! - (573) 336-8600
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FIRST STATE BANK, ST. ROBERT
Together We Are Making Progress

HAMPTON INN
Hot 'On The House' Breokfast - (573) 336-3355

LIBERTY LODGE
Clean, Comfortable, Hometown Hospitality!
(573) 336-3121

PULASKI COUNTY TOURISM BUREAU
Pulaski County - Missouri's Natural Beauty

SWEETWATER BAR-B-QUE
"A taste of the Ozarks" At 1-44 & Exit 163,
Open Daily

SPENCER,MO
SPENCER GARAGE
See Spencer Restored on Historic Route 66

SPRINGFIELD, MO
BEST WESTERN ROUTE 66 RAIL HAVEN
Guests Get A True Rt. 66 Experience Since 1938

BUD'S TIRE & WHEEL CO.
Selling Tires & Wheels Over 50 Years on Route 66

COLLEGE STREET BODY SHOP, INC.
(417) 862-4326
Best Body Shop in Town - Ask My Mom

CURTIS ENTERPRISES
www.birthplaceofroute66.com

DANNY'S SERVICE CENTER

DR. MICHAELJ. CLARKE
HISTORY MUSEUM OF
OZARKS SCOUTING
(417) 883-1636, Archiving SW Missouri
Boy Scouting Heritage

ESLICK ENTERPRISES
David J. Eslick, Photographer 417-889-9332

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH,
T525 SOUTH AVENUE
"Worship with us as you travel Route 66"
(417) 866-7202

GREAT RIVER ENGINEERING
OF SPRINGFIELD, INC.
www.greatrivereng.com

INGRAM ENTERPRISES, INC.

LURVEY PROPERTIES

MEXICAN VILLA EL TACO
On Route 66 at 316 W. Kearney -
See our Vintage Neon Sign!

MOMMA MARY'S NAVAJO TACOS
"One Bite is a true Southwest delight"

OZARKS PUBLIC TELEVISION
KOZK-Springpeld / KOZJ-Joplin
Visit us at www.optv.org

ROUTE 66 HOT DOGS

SPRINGFIELD AREA
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Everywhere Should Be Like This

SPRINGFIELD-GREENE COUNTY
LIBRARY CENTER
Drive Here to Research Route 66 and More!
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SPRINGFIELD-GREENE COUNTY
LIBRARY STATION
Cruise into the Library Station to view
Car and Train Memorabilia!

SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
Birthplace of Route 66 - Springpeld, MO
1 (800) 678-8767

STEAK 'N SHAKE
Famous For Steakburgers & Route 66!

TWIN MOTORCYCLE & TATTOO
Home of the Route 66 Tattoo

STANTON,MO
MERAMEC CAVERNS
Open Everyday! Oldest Stop on Route 66

STATElINE" ..:.M,,;...;O;;......._~~ ••

HOGS & HOT RODS SALOON
Hot Bikes - Cool Cars - Cold Beer (417)206-2752

PADDOC LIQUORS
On Old Route 66 at State Line -
Look for our Gas Pumps!

STRAFFORDl MO
CHESTNUT PLAZA
At Corner of 1-44 and State Highway 125

CITY OF STRAFFORD
The Best Small Town on Main Street USA -
Route 66

EDWARD JONES INVESTMENTS
Retiring Soon? Let's Talk. (417) 736-9323

KEISER PROPERTIES LLC
"40 Years on Route 66"

STRAFFORD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
2011 "Route 66 Day" September 10th -
Call (417) 894-7653

STRAFFORD BRANCH LIBRARY
Cruise down Route 66 to the
Strafford Branch Library!

TEAM LIQUORS
"Small Store with a Large Selection" -
on Rt. 66 just East of Strafford

THE CUTTING ROOM
Give your hair a "Kick" on Route 66!!

WILD ANIMAL SAFARI
Featuring Route 66 Speedway Go Cart Track

SULLIVAN, MO
DU KUM INN RESTAURANT
Serving Route 66 Travelers Since 1961!
(573) 468-6114

HARRY'S TIRE, LLC
New Tires, Custom Wheels, & Tire Repair
(573) 468-4128

HIGHWAY 185 GARAGE
Safety & Emission Testing, Chain Saws,
Auto & Light Truck Repair, (573) 468-8662

SCHMIDT AUTO CENTER
"Late Model Pre-Owned Vehicles Since 1954"
(573) 468-2233

SULLIVAN AREA
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
"Spend The Night or a Lifetime"
www.sullivanmochamber.com

SUNSET HILLS, MO
MILE 277TAP & GRILL
Where Route 66 and Exquisite mix!

UNION MO
HUXEL'SAUTO REPAIR
Used Parts for Old Cars 1940 to 1980

INDIAN HARVESTTRADE
On Route 66 - www.indianharvesttrade.com

MASON DIXON FLEA MARKET

VILLA RIDGE, MO
BOURBEUSE VALLEY HARLEY-DAVIDSON
Junction of 1-44 & Hwy 50 on Route 66

K LEIGH BUGS ANTIQUE MALL
Antiques, Collectables, & Furniture (636) 451-6303

PIN OAK CREEK RV PARK
"Family Fun Camping on Route 66"
1(888) 474-6625

ROUTE "66" STORAGE
(636) 451-0677

SUNSET MOTEL

•
WARSAW MO
LEGENDS OF AMERICA

WAYNESVILLE, MO
CAVE STATE CRUISERS CAR CLUB
Car Show the Weekend After Father's Day
(573) 435-9297

CITY OF WAYNESVILLE
Established 1833 - www.waynesvillemo.org

HOPPERS PUB

PULASKI COUNTY HISTORICAL
MUSEUM & SOCIETY
Open Saturdays Only 10A.M.-4 P.M. April thru Sept

SECURITY BANK OF PULASKI COUNTY

THE DRYNK

THE OLD STAGECOACH STOP
Open Saturdays 10 to 4 April thru Sept

T.J. CUSTOMS
Specializes in Old Trucks & Off-Road Vehicles
(573) 774-6557

WAYNESVILLE-ST. ROBERT
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
www.waynesville-strobertchamber.com

WEBB CITY MO
BRADBURY BISHOP DELI
Visit Our Historic Soda Fountain Built in 1931

COOPER'S GRILL
Burgers-Beer-BBQ on Route 66 - (417) 673-1178



CULVER'S ROUTE 66
America's First Route 66 Culver's!
Hwy 171& Madison on Route 66

ROUTE 66 MOVIE THEATER
"Today's Movies at Yesterday's Prices" (417) 673-1155

WEBB CITY AREA CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE & ROUTE 66
VISITORS CENTER
On the Route at Broadway & Webb -
Call (417) 673-1154

WEBB CITY FLORIST & GREENHOUSE
See Our Historic Sign on Original Route 66
at 1001 S. Jefferson!

WEBB CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
For More Information - (417) 673-5866

WEBSTER GROVES, MO

ROUTE 66 TRANSMISSIONS, ETe.
Family Owned On The Mother Road - Quality #1

YORKSHIRE VILLAGE
Part of Route 66 Since 1951

WILDWOOD, MO

BIG CHIEF ROADHOUSE, LLC

STATE FARM INSURANCE
Mikel Garrett, Agent
www.mikelgarrett.com - (636) 458-5055

ILLINOIS
AUBURN,IL

BECKY'S BARN -
OFF TH E BRICKS ON ROUTE 66
Antiques, Souvenirs, Amish Candy & Jams
(217) 836-3043, BeckysBarn.com

CARLINVILLE,IL

MAGNUSON GRAND HOTEL
& CONFERENCE CENTER
www.magnusongrandhotel.com
Full Service - Route 66

CHICAGO,IL

SUPERDAWG DRIVE-IN
HIYA! THANKS FOR STOPPING.
www.superdawg.com - (773) 763-0660

GRANITE CITY, IL

HISTORIC ROUTE 66 FLEA MARKET
Stop & Shop - We have what you need from A to Z

HAMEL,IL

ROUTE 66 RIDEZ
Repair & Restoration of Classic Cars
& Route 66 Gift Shop

L1VINGSTON,IL

PINK ELEPHANT ANTIQUE MALL
"See Our Giant Roadside Attractions!"
(618) 637-2366

L1TCHFIELD,IL

THE ARISTON CAFE
"Remember! Where Good Food Is Served"

MITCHELL, I..;;;.L ~ __ ___'

LUNA CAFE
"See Our Spectacular Neon Signs by Day
and Especially by Night!

MURPHYSBORO,IL

SILKWORM,INe.
(800) 826-0577 - www.silkwormink.com

SPRINGFIELD IL

COZY DOG DRIVE IN
"Famous Hot Dog On a Stick"
www.cozydogdrivein.com

STAUNTON,IL

DECAMP JUNCTION INe.
Historic Roadhouse Serving Since 1926
(618) 637-2951

HENRY'S ROUTE 66
RABBIT RANCH / EMPORIUM
Rt.66 Info Center - www.HenrysRoute66.com

WHEELlNG,IL

SUPERDAWG DRIVE-IN
HIYA! THANKS FOR STOPPING.
www.superdawg.com - (847) 459-1900

KANSAS
BAXTER SPRINGS KS

BAXTER SPRINGS KANSAS
ROUTE 66 VISITORS CENTER
A Restored 1930's Phillips Service Station
(620) 856-2066

GALENA, KS

4 WOMEN ON THE ROUTE
The Home of Tow Tater -
Inspiration for "Tow Mater" from "Cars"

STEVE'S CANDY AND JERKY
"Home of Mine Run Candy"

RIVERTON, KS

NELSON'S OLD RIVERTON STORE
Home of the "Hand Crafted Sandwich"
(620) 848-3330

OKLAHOMA--------~-------.
AFTON,OK

AFTON STATION & ROUTE 66 PACKARDS
Route 66 & Vintage Car Museum / Visitors' Center

CLAREMORE, O""",,K",",-_,__ ~_
CLAREMORE CONVENTION
& VISITORS BUREAU
Claremore, OK - www.visitclaremore.org

business members directory l!:It

CLINTON,OK

OKLAHOMA ROUTE 66 MUSEUM
A tribute to "The Mother Road" www.route66.org
(580) 323-7866

ELK CITY, OK
NATIONAL ROUTE 66 MUSEUM COMPLEX
www.elkcity.com - (580) 225-6266 Miami, OK

MIAMI,OK

ALLEN SIGN STUDIO
"A Sign of Service" www.allensignstudio.com

MIAMI CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
Home of Coleman Theatre, Ribbon Road & More

ROUTE 66 VINTAGE IRON MOTORCYCLE
MUSEUM & GIFT SHOP
Home of the Evel Knievel Exhibit!
www.route66vintageiron.com

WAYLAN'S KU-KU BURGER
Don't just ask for a burger. Ask for WA YLAN'S

SAPULPA, OK
RT 66 FRAME SHOPPE AND GALLERY
www.Rt66FrameShoppe.com

TEXAS
ADRIAN, TX

MIDPOINT CAFE & GIFT SHOP
"Home of the Ugly Crust Pie" (806) 538-6379

ARIZONA
SCOTTSDALE, AZ

ROUTE 66 WORLD
www.route66world.com - Everything Route 66!

CALIFORNIA
LAKE ARROWHEAD, CA

NATIONAL HISTORIC
ROUTE 66 FEDERATION
Preserving and Promoting The Mother Road

MONTANA
PHILIPSBURG, MT

PACCOM FILMS
www.paccomfr/ms.com
Award-winning Rt. 66 Documentaries since 1994.
1 (800) 786-6695

TENNESSEE --------------~
NASHVILLE, TN

JOE LOESCH - THE ROAD CREW
Songs from the Mother Road & Route 66
Audio History - NewWaytoRead.com
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1mJ then and now

(THEN)
In 1919, Spencer Groff set up a stand to sell fruit from
the family orchard where the Ozark Trails Route met
the Old Springfield Road. Customers called it the
"banana stand." Groff opened a much more impressive
facility in 1927, by which time the diamond shaped
property was at the intersection of US 66 and MO
100. Louis Eckelcamp and Nobel Key took over in
1935. Fire destroyed the Diamonds in 1948. Eckel-
camp built this streamline building, billed the Dia-
monds and the "World's Largest Roadside Restaurant."

(NOW)
The Diamonds moved to the new Interstate 44 in
1967, and this structure became the Tri-County Truck
Stop in 1971. The Tri-County outlasted the new Dia- •
monds location on the Interstate, serving customers on
Route 66 until 2006. The building remains vacant and
its future is uncertain.
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